LMRPB Minutes

01-20-10

Reorganization Meeting

Lake Musconetcong Regional Planning Board
Reorganization Meeting

January 20, 2010

The Clerk opened the Reorganization Meeting at 7:00 p.m. with a salute to the flag and a reading of the Open Public Meetings Notice which was sent to the Daily Record and New Jersey Herald on January 22, 2009 and was sent to the Clerks of the four municipalities, the State and the two counties.  
ROLL CALL:


P  Robert Hathaway, Netcong


A  Steven Rattner, Morris County

P  Barney Hunts, Stanhope


P  Earl Riley, Byram


P  Joseph Keenan, Netcong


P  John Rogalo, Stanhope


P  Gary La Spisa, Roxbury (arrived @ 7:05 pm)
A  John Wetzel, Roxbury

P  Rosemarie Maio, Stanhope


P  Susan Zellman, Sussex County


P  Helen Maurella, State of NJ

SWEARING IN NEW MEMBERS:  The Clerk administered the Oath of Office to Susan Zellman and Earl Riley.

ANNUAL BUSINESS:


Election of Officers

Chairman:  Mr. Rogalo nominated Earl Riley as Chairman, seconded by Mr. Hathaway.  Mr. Keenan motioned to close the nominations, seconded by Ms. Zellman.  Earl Riley was elected as Chairman on the following unanimous roll call vote:

ROLL CALL:



Mr. Hathaway – yes

Ms. Maio - yes



Mr. Hunts – yes

Ms. Maurella - yes



Mr. Keenan – yes

Mr. Riley - yes



Mr. La Spisa – yes

Mr. Rogalo – yes







Ms. Zellman - yes
Vice Chairman:  Mr. Hunts nominated John Rogalo as Vice-Chairman, seconded by Mr. Hathaway.  Mr. Keenan motioned to close the nominations, seconded by Ms. Maurella.  John Rogalo was elected as Vice-Chairman on the following unanimous roll call vote:

ROLL CALL:



Mr. Hathaway – yes

Ms. Maio - yes



Mr. Hunts – yes

Ms. Maurella - yes



Mr. Keenan – yes

Mr. Rogalo - yes



Mr. La Spisa – yes

Ms. Zellman – yes







Chairman Riley - yes
Secretary/Treasurer:  Mr. Hunts nominated Joseph Keenan as Secretary/Treasurer, seconded by Ms. Maio.  Mr. Hunts motioned to close the nominations, seconded by Mr. Rogalo.  Joseph Keenan was elected as Secretary/Treasurer on the following unanimous roll call vote:
ROLL CALL:



Mr. Hathaway – yes

Ms. Maio - yes



Mr. Hunts – yes

Ms. Maurella - yes



Mr. Keenan – yes

Mr. Rogalo - yes



Mr. La Spisa – yes

Ms. Zellman – yes







Chairman Riley - yes
Resolutions
Chairman Riley offered by following resolutions which were read by title:

Resolution #1 Meeting Notice:  On motion by Mr. Hunts, seconded by Ms. Maio Resolution #1 was approved on unanimous voice vote.
Resolution #2 – Annual Notice:  On motion by Mr. Rogalo, seconded by Mr. La Spisa Resolution #2 was approved on unanimous voice vote.

Resolution #3 – Notification of Meetings: On motion by Mr. Hathaway, seconded by Mr. Hunts Resolution #3 was approved on unanimous voice vote.

Resolution #4 – Clerical Personnel:  On motion by Mr. Rogalo, seconded by Ms. Maio Resolution #4 was approved on unanimous roll call vote.  Chairman Riley stated the Clerk has received the same compensation for the past four years and suggested increasing the monthly compensation to $500.  On motion by Mr. La Spisa, seconded by Mr. Hathaway and carried by the following unanimous roll call vote, the Board agreed to increase the Clerk’s monthly compensation to $500.
ROLL CALL:



Mr. Hathaway – yes

Ms. Maio - yes



Mr. Hunts – yes

Ms. Maurella - yes



Mr. Keenan – yes

Mr. Rogalo - yes



Mr. La Spisa – yes

Ms. Zellman – yes







Chairman Riley - yes
On motion by Mr. Hunts, seconded by Mr. Hathaway Resolution #4 was approved, as amended, on the following unanimous roll call vote:

ROLL CALL:



Mr. Hathaway – yes

Ms. Maio - yes



Mr. Hunts – yes

Ms. Maurella - yes



Mr. Keenan – yes

Mr. Rogalo - yes



Mr. La Spisa – yes

Ms. Zellman – yes







Chairman Riley - yes
Resolution #5 – Consultants:  On motion by Mr. Keenan, seconded by Mr. Rogalo Resolution #5 was approved on the following unanimous roll call vote:

ROLL CALL:



Mr. Hathaway – yes

Ms. Maio - yes



Mr. Hunts – yes

Ms. Maurella - yes



Mr. Keenan – yes

Mr. Rogalo - yes



Mr. La Spisa – yes

Ms. Zellman – yes







Chairman Riley - yes
COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS:  Chairman Riley made the following committee appointments:


Canal Society – Ms. Maurella


Site Plan/Stream Encroachment – Mr. Rogalo


Musconetcong Watershed Association – Mr. La Spisa


Lake Awareness – Ms. Maurella, Mr. Hathaway and Ms. Maio


Lake Management – Mr. Hunts, Mr. Keenan and Mr. Rogalo


Operating Budget – Mr. Keenan and Ms. Zellman
Chairman Riley established a “Lake Management Plan” ad hoc committee consisting of himself, Mr. Hunts, Mr. Hathaway, Mr. Rogalo and Mr. Rattner.  The goal of the committee will be to create a lake management plan that includes a dredging plan no later than March of this year.
MODIFICATIONS TO THE AGENDA:  Additional correspondence listed.

ACTION ON MINUTES:   Ms. Maurella noted an error on the list of communications.  The communication from the Morris County MUA should indicate a check in the amount of “$500” as opposed to “4500” indicated in the minutes.  On motion by Mr. Hunts, seconded by Mr. Rogalo, the Minutes of the December 16, 2009 Regular Meeting were approved, as amended, on majority voice vote.  Ms. Maio abstained.
COMMUNICATIONS:  The following communications have been placed on file:

12-19-09 Clifford Lundin, Esq. – copy of letter re: Lake Hopatcong Advisory Committee 

meeting scheduled for January 12, 2010

12-19-09 van den Heuvel & Fountain – check from NJ Casualty Ins. Co. in the amount of

$434.10 and check from van den Heuvel & Fountain in the amount of $25.00 re: 

refund for Worker’s Compensation audit

01-05-10 Internal Revenue Service – Annual Summary and Transmittal of U.S. Information

Returns

01-05-10 Notice to Property Owners – appl for interpretation of Borough Ordinance re: 

reconfiguration and renovation of existing fuel oil distribution business and facility

(Colson Enterprises: 20 Route 183, Netcong)

01-05-10 Environmental Consultants Inc. – copy of application for NJ DEP Freshwater

Wetlands Protection Act Permit re: Route 183 and Route 46, Netcong, NJ

01-08-10 Sussex County – Appointment of Susan Zellman as County Representative to Board

01-11-10 Morris County – Appointment of Steven Rattner as County Representative to Board

01-14-10 Notice to Property Owners – Appl to elevate existing vinyl fence from 4ft to 6ft at 11

Wiltop Road, Netcong

01-14-10 NJS DEP – executed Amendment No. 2 to Grant Agreement entitled “Section 319H

NPS Pollution Control and Management Implementation Grant: Implementation of

Bathymetric Survey for Lake Musconetcong” (revising work period expiration date to

June 30, 2010)

01-14-10 NJS Department of Treasury – check in amount of $7,942.09 re: SFY07-319H Grant

01-14-10  van den Heuvel & Fountain Inc. – accident renewal application

01-20-10  Motor Vehicle Commission – registration renewal for two trailers
Mr. Keenan questioned the communication received from Environmental Consultants Inc. regarding freshwater wetlands permit application.  The Clerk responded the Board received the communication for information purposes to advise that a permit has been applied for.  Ms. Zellman noted the Board’s previous concern with run-off down to the lake and the fact that there is water along the railroad tracks and questioned if their concerns were adequately addressed.  Mr. Rogalo responded the water flow has been redirected to flow under the Quirk building and dump into the Musconetcong River below Furnace Pond.  The water flows into a detention basin and into the river.

Chairman Riley noted the communication from NJS DEP wherein they agreed to extend the grant period under the 319 grant.  The Board has until June 30, 2010 to complete the 319 grant for the bathymetric survey which includes the dredging plan.
Clifford Lundin, Esq., Board Attorney, reported on the meeting he attended in Trenton as the Board’s representative to the Advisory Committee.  The primary focus was Lake Hopatcong and the affect of last year’s draw down.  The marine owners are trying to eliminate the drawn down, most especially the 5-year draw down.  Mr. Lundin informed them the Board would like the lake lowered for Clean the Lake Day.  There is no valid State reason for the 5-year draw down, but if the local commission wishes to continue with the draw down it will be continued.  The committee will meet monthly and it may take one year for the committee to complete its work.  Mr. Lundin advised that the next meeting is February 11th at Ms. Maurella’s office and any Board member wishing to attend is welcome.  Mr. Lundin asked the Board to relay to him any comments they have on the plan.  Mr. Hunts spoke about the attempt to stop the flow.  Mr. Lundin responded this issue was discussed during the meeting and there is good data supporting limiting gallons.  Mr. Lundin stated during the meeting he expressed concern that there must be enough flow for Lake Musconetcong and the Musconetcong River.
On motion by Mr. Rogalo, seconded by Ms. Zellman and carried by unanimous voice vote, the communications were accepted.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:


Canal Society – There was no report

Musconetcong Watershed Association – Chairman Riley explained to Mr. La Spisa, as new committee chair, his expectations for this committee.   He would like the Board to have a monthly report on what is going on with the Musconetcong Watershed Association.  Mr. La Spisa can become a member of the association or check their website for information.  There are currently three Board members that are on the board that are called “River Watchers.”   They monitor the quality of the water in the river (near Stephens State Park).  Mr. Rogalo spoke about discussions on establishing their own site down stream from the lake.  Chairman Riley commented he has discussed the issue with the Musconetcong Watershed Association and will bring the subject up at the next meeting of the River Watchers scheduled for January 30th.  The Musconetcong Watershed Association previously stated they do not have funds to cover the cost of the extra kit.  Chairman Riley will find out the cost of the kit.  Mr. Rogalo noted the one site they monitor is the down flow of Lake Hopatcong, being Stephens State Park.  Mr. Lundin advised there is a gauge at Lake Musconetcong by Route 183.  The Board discussed the monitoring site at the lake and the need for someone to read the gauge daily. 

Site Plan Review/Stream Encroachment – There was no report.

Lake Awareness – Ms. Maurella reported the Stanhope Spring Festival will be held in June.  She will confirm the exact date.  Ms. Maurella stated she would like to coordinate another hand harvesting program in Arbolino Cove in June.  Mr. Hathaway noted he has a list of volunteers to be contacted.  Ms. Zellman questioned the funding category for education, noting there is approximately $6,000 in the account.  Ms. Zellman asked that the Lake Awareness Committee explore productive things to do with the funds such as new banners and a new logo.  Ms. Zellman noted the Board is celebrating its 20 year milestone.  The Board agreed that they should have new banners.  Chairman Riley asked the Lake Awareness Committee to come up with creative ideas.  Mr. Hathaway suggested the purchase of the monitoring kit previously discussed and having it monitored daily.  Mr. Hathaway also noted previous discussions regarding improving the Board’s internet presence.  Funds can be used to manage the Board’s website on a regular basis.  The Board discussed other options such as signage to be displayed at the parks which would include meeting dates and the creation of a, e-mailed monthly newsletter.

Lake Management – There was no report.

Operating Budget –  Mr. Keenan noted he e-mailed a preliminary budget to the Board members.  The Board reviewed the preliminary budget.  The Board discussed the $45,000 weed harvesting grant.  There is approximately $13,000 left in the grant that the Board will be receiving this year.  Mr. Keenan stated, of the $45,000, the Board only received $20,000.  The Board has only received one check from the State on this grant.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Mr. Keenan noted members were e-mailed a copy of the Treasurer’s Report.  On motion by Mr. Rogalo, seconded by Mr. La Spisa and carried by unanimous voice vote, the Treasurer’s Report was accepted.  A copy of the Treasurer’s Report has been placed on file.    
BILLS:  Mr. Keenan questioned the additional $50 monthly compensation to the Clerk for the month of January.  It was agreed that the additional $50.00 will be included on next month’s bill list.  Chairman Riley noted the reimbursement expense to him was for copying the Cranberry Lake Management Plan to a pdf file.  A copy was sent to Lynn Fleming and a copy is on file with the Clerk.  Chairman Riley will retain the original cd.  On motion by Mr. Hunts, seconded by Mr. Rogalo and carried by the following unanimous roll call vote, the following bills are to be paid if and when funds are available:

Operating Account:


Ellen E. Horak re: Clerk’s Monthly Compensation

$ 450.00


Van den Heuvel & Fountain – accident renewal policy
$ 200.00


Borough of Stanhope – reimbursement re: name plates


  (Gary La Spisa & Rosemarie Maio)



$   19.56

Lake Management Account:


JCP&L re: electric at shed




$     7.90


Earl Riley re: reimbursement of expenses


$   65.49


  (copying Cranberry Lake Management Plan)

ROLL CALL:



Mr. Hathaway – yes

Ms. Maio - yes



Mr. Hunts – yes

Ms. Maurella - yes



Mr. Keenan – yes

Mr. Rogalo - yes



Mr. La Spisa – yes

Ms. Zellman – yes







Chairman Riley - yes
OLD BUSINESS

319 Grant – Bathymetric Survey –  Chairman Riley stated he received a telephone call earlier today from Princeton Hydro requesting the Board’s in-kind hours for inclusion in Quarterly Report #10.  Chairman Riley received an incomplete quarterly report from Princeton Hydro and will not submit it to the State until a completed report is received. 
NEW BUSINESS

Chairman Riley reported the Lake Musconetcong Community Association held a meeting last week to which he, Ms. Maurella and representatives from the NJS DEP were invited to attend.  Douglas Zellman, present in the public, also attended the meeting.  Mr. Zellman stated the association asked for the State’s help in getting the dredging plan done as soon as possible and they also asked for financial help for herbicide application.  They were told the State has no funds available.  There was much discussion about the mosquito issue, the water chestnut problem and the timing for herbicide treatment.  Chairman Riley stated he advised those at the meeting of the Board’s plans to continue harvesting throughout the season.  There was a lengthy discussion about herbicide treatment and the permit process.  It was suggested by the State that the Board apply for the herbicide permit this year because they would most likely receive approval quicker and easier than a homeowner association’s permit.  Chairman Riley asked Mr. Lundin his legal advice on the Board obtaining a permit and allowing the homeowners to utilize the permit.  Mr. Lundin responded if the Board obtains a permit, it must be determined whether the contractor will be paid directly by the homeowners.  Chairman Riley stated the Board would have no financial transactions.  The Board would apply for the permit and the homeowners would pay the contractor directly.  Ms. Zellman stated the association questioned if they could funnel the money to the contractor through the Board for the herbicide application.  Mr. Hathaway recommended the homeowners write their own check directly to the contractor.   Mr. Lundin advised that the State will review the permit application to make sure there is overall management and would prefer one applicator.  Mr. Lundin explained the benefit of one applicator and noted the State wants to make sure it will be a controlled application.  There is also a notice requirement by the applicator.  Mr. Lundin stated the proposal can be done from a legal perspective.  The applicator’s insurance policy should provide adequate coverage and the Board has liability insurance coverage.  Chairman Riley suggested both Renovate and 24D be put on the application.  Chairman Riley expressed his opinion that the association would like to work with the Board.  Chairman Riley suggested the Board agree to submit the permit application for the herbicide treatment.  Mr. Lundin expressed his concern that, if the Board handles and money and pays the contractor, there would be the issue of having to go out to bid.  There should be no checks written from the Board to the applicator.  Chairman Riley assured Mr. Lundin that the Board will not have any financial responsibility.  Mr. Hunts strongly suggested that the Board submit the application promptly.  Ms. Zellman spoke about the dissatisfaction with the services provided by the applicator last year.  The Board discussed last year’s applicator, the application he submitted and his view of the permit.  Mr. Zellman will contact possible applicators for the association.   It was agreed that the application should be submitted as soon as possible.   Mr. Hunts suggested the Board ask the applicator to apply for a permit for herbicide treatment in Arbolino Cove which is approximately 30 acres.  Treating this area will be more cost effective than harvesting.  They will use Board funds to treat this section, not grant money.  Chairman Riley noted the permit application will include along the shoreline for the homeowners and Arbolino Park area for the Board.  Mr. Zellman stated they will ask for 100 feet out of the shoreline.  Ms. Zellman asked Mr. Lundin the name of the contractor used years ago by the Lake Hopatcong Regional Planning Board for weed harvesting.  Mr. Lundin responded Larry Kovar was the contractor.
On motion by Mr. Rogalo, seconded by Mr. Hathaway and carried by the following unanimous roll call vote the Board authorized the submission of an application to the NJS DEP for herbicide application in Lake Musconetcong for shoreline application as well as lake application at Arbolino Bay and Byram Bay for water chestnust infestation with the applicator to be determined based on input from the Lake Musconetcong Community Association and the Lake Management Committee by January 31, 2010 and, the application should be for all three herbicides as well as possible multiple applications.  Ms. Zellman asked if she should abstain from voting due to her membership with the association.  Mr. Lundin responded since she is not delegating to the association there is no need for her to abstain.
ROLL CALL:



Mr. Hathaway – yes

Ms. Maio - yes



Mr. Hunts – yes

Ms. Maurella - yes



Mr. Keenan – yes

Mr. Rogalo - yes



Mr. La Spisa – yes

Ms. Zellman – yes







Chairman Riley - yes
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  Chairman Riley opened the meeting to the public.  
George Graham, Stanhope Councilman, thanked Ms. Maio for representing Stanhope on the Board.  Mr. Graham expressed his concern that public officials were not made aware of the association meeting with NJS DEP representatives and that only a number of members of the Board were in attendance.  Mr. Zellman stated the meeting was held by the homeowners association and was by invitation only.  It stems from a past Board meeting attended by a number of homeowners who brought to the State’s attention the issue of mosquitoes around the lake.  After that Board meeting a few homeowners met with representatives of the State.  The meeting held last week followed up from the meeting they held last year.  There was never the intent to exclude the town representatives, it was being held as a small group following up on a previous meeting.  Mr. Zellman stated minutes of association meetings will be sent to all the towns and representatives of the towns are invited to all association meetings.  Mr. Graham expressed concern with members of the Board and the association meeting, cautioning on the line between what is public and what is not public.  The lake is everyone’s concern and he is an advocate of transparency.  Chairman Riley suggested Mr. Graham relay his concerns to the association.  Chairman Riley assured Mr. Graham that he will do his utmost as Chairman to keep the Board and the Lake Musconetcong Community Association separate. 
Cliff Lundin, Board Attorney, thanked the Board for his re-appointment, noting he has served as Board Attorney for 21 years.

Seeing no one further from the public present to speak, Chairman Riley closed the public portion of the meeting.
ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Mr. Hunts, seconded by Mr. Rogalo, and carried by unanimous voice vote, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Ellen Horak, Clerk 
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