LMRPB Minutes

02-17-10


Lake Musconetcong Regional Planning Board
Regular Meeting

February 17, 2010

Chairman Riley opened the Regular Meeting at 8:05 p.m. with a salute to the flag and a reading of the Open Public Meetings Notice which was sent to the Daily Record and New Jersey Herald on January 21, 2010 and was sent to the Clerks of the four municipalities, the State and the two counties.  
ROLL CALL:


A  Robert Hathaway, Netcong

P  Steven Rattner, Morris County (arrived @ 8:50pm)
P  Barney Hunts, Stanhope


P  Earl Riley, Byram


P  Joseph Keenan, Netcong


A John Rogalo, Stanhope


A  Gary La Spisa, Roxbury 


A  John Wetzel, Roxbury

P  Rosemarie Maio, Stanhope


P  Susan Zellman, Sussex County


P  Helen Maurella, State of NJ

MODIFICATIONS TO THE AGENDA:  Additional bills listed.

ACTION ON MINUTES:   Ms. Maurella noted page 4 of the Minutes under Musconetcong Watershed Association notes “Mr. Lundin advised there is a gauge at Lake Musconetcong by Route 183.”  Ms. Maurella stated she looked for the gauge and could not find it at that location.  She contacted Princeton Hydro who informed her that they chose a different site for the location of the gauge.  She was informed that the gauge is located off Kelly Place; however she was not able to locate it.  Chairman Riley noted Princeton Hydro has been reporting on the measurements from the gauge.  Chairman Riley commented that the Board must know the location of the gauge and, if necessary, a representative from Princeton Hydro should visit the site and show the Board the exact location of the gauge.  Ms. Maurella will contact Princeton Hydro and ask the exact location.  On motion by Mr. Keenan, seconded by Ms. Zellman, the Minutes of the January 20, 2010 Reorganization Meeting were approved on unanimous voice vote. 
COMMUNICATIONS:  The following communications have been placed on file:

01-20-10 Clifford Lundin, Esq. - copy of IRS Form 1099- Misc

01-27-10 NJS Dept. of Treasury - Ameripay LLC (forwarded to Chairman and Treasurer)

02-03-10 NJ COLA - annual membership renewal form

02-03-10 van den Heuvel & Fountain - annual professional liability renewal

02-03-10 van den Heuvel & Fountain - Volunteer Accident Policy

02-06-10 Clifford Lundin– minutes of Lake Hopatcong Water Level Management Plan Citizens

of 1/12/10 and 2/11/10 Agenda

02-09-10 NJ Motor Vehicle Commission – registrations for 2 trailers

02-11-10 Selective Insurance Co. – info re: policy renewal

02-11-10  NJ COLA – February 20th Meeting (Tri State Pump and Septic)

On motion by Mr. Hunts, seconded by Ms. Zellman and carried by unanimous voice vote, the communications were accepted.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:


Canal Society – Ms. Maurella reported they are meeting with state and county representatives in preparation for the school programs.  The school programs will be Indian Village and Canal Town and will run from April 15th through June 15th.  

Musconetcong Watershed Association – Ms. Maurella reported on a Watershed Steward program that will be held on March 8th at Rutgers.  The cost for the program is $25.00.  Ms. Maurella distributed a flyer on the event.  Ms. Maurella also reported the Musconetcong Watershed Association is sponsoring a “clean up” of the river on Saturday, April 17th.  Ms. Maurella distributed a flyer on the event.

Site Plan Review/Stream Encroachment – There was no report.

Lake Awareness – Ms. Maurella reported the Stanhope Spring Festival will be held on June 13th.  She will begin preparations for the fishing contest.  Ms. Maurella spoke about having a water chestnut hand harvest operation again this year with assistance from volunteers.  Ms. Maurella suggested June 19th as the day for the event.  She will advertise the event during the Stanhope Spring Festival.  It was the consensus of the Board to hold another hand harvesting operation.  Chairman Riley spoke of the importance in keeping the public involved and noted this is a good educational program.  Steve Ellis, Regional Superintendent of the North Region present in the public, offered a full day of work from the State Park people.

Lake Management – Mr. Hunts stated he has no report but would like to discuss plans for the use of herbicides and harvesting this season.  Chairman Riley stated this topic will be discussed during the New Business portion of the meeting.

Operating Budget –  There was no report.

Lake Management Plan – Chairman Riley reported the committee is making progress on the lake management plan.  He just received revisions to the draft plan from Mr. Hunts.  They want to include the Stanhope trails map, bathymetric survey, including the dredging plan and the plant study completed last year as Addendums to the plan.  Glenn Sullivan offered his services if they need input from a professional organization.  Ms. Zellman spoke about a discussion she had with Tony Bucco regarding the dredging plan and he mentioned dredging done in Fayson Lake in Kinnelon.   They divided the lake in two, draining half and dug out the material using construction equipment.  Ms. Zellman will contact the Mayor of Kinnelon regarding their costs and resources.  Chairman Riley stated the lake management plan is on track and should be completed and ready for submission to the DEP by the end of March.  Mr. Hunts noted his letter to the Board addressing wildlife and suggested the Board members review and comment on the plan.  Mr. Hunts will e-mail his letter to the Clerk who will forward it to all Board members. 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Mr. Keenan noted members were e-mailed a copy of the Treasurer’s Report.  Mr. Keenan spoke about the inquiry the Board received from the Division of Criminal Justice who was looking for the Board’s records from Ameripay for the years 2007 and 2008.  Mr. Keenan provided the requested information.  Mr. Keenan stated when Ameripay paid the Board’s employees, they took out all required taxes; however, there is a question as to whether Ameripay forwarded what they withheld to the State.  The total amount for the two years is $3,000.  Mr. Keenan questioned if the Board should have required Ameripay be bonded.  He spoke to a representative at Paychex who assured him that they are bonded.  They sent a letter to him stating they are bonded and listing their coverage.  A copy of the letter has been placed on file.   
BILLS:  On motion by Ms. Zellman, seconded by Mr. Hunts and carried by the following unanimous roll call vote, the following bills are to be paid if and when funds are available:

Operating Account:


Ellen Horak re: Clerk’s Monthly Compensation


$  500.00


Ellen Horak re: balance of January compensation


$    50.00


Ellen Horak re: reimbursement of expense (postage)


$      6.49


Postmaster re: 100 stamps @ $.44 each



$    44.00


Daily Record re: annual meeting notice



$    51.12


Daily Record re: annual contract award legal notice


$    52.16


New Jersey Herald re: annual meeting notice
 & contracts

$    52.80


NJ COLA re: annual membership renewal



$    80.00


Van den Heuvel & Fountain – professional liability renewal

$1150.00


Earl Riley re: reimbursement of expenses (printer cartridges)
$    55.56

Lake Management Account:


JCP&L re: electric at shed





$      8.80

ROLL CALL:



Mr. Hunts – yes

Ms. Maurella - yes



Mr. Keenan – yes

Ms. Zellman - yes



Ms. Maio – yes

Chairman Riley - yes

OLD BUSINESS

319 Grant – Bathymetric Survey –  Chairman Riley reported he received the 10th quarterly report from Princeton Hydro.  There is approximately $17,000 remaining in the grant, which includes $10,000 of in-kind services.  Chairman Riley noted the following invoice submitted by Princeton Hydro:
319 Grant: Bathymetric Survey of Lake Musconetcong:


Princeton Hydro, LLC






Quarterly Report #10



9/19/09 – 10/18/09
$2,123.00



10/19/09 – 11/18/09
$2,003.70



11/19/09 – 12/18/09
$2,890.50








$7,017.20

On motion by Ms. Maio, seconded by Ms. Maurella and carried by the following unanimous roll call vote, the Board approved the invoice submitted and authorized its submission to the State.

ROLL CALL:



Mr. Hunts – yes

Ms. Maurella - yes



Mr. Keenan – yes

Ms. Zellman - yes



Ms. Maio – yes

Chairman Riley - yes


Chairman Riley advised that he will be coordinating a conference call with Princeton Hydro and the lake management plan committee to discuss the dredging plan.  The conference call will be scheduled for either Monday or Tuesday afternoon.  Chairman Riley will advise the lake management plan committee of the exact date and time of the call once it has been scheduled.


Allied Biological – Herbicide Application – Chairman Riley stated the Zellman’s received a proposal from Allied Biological to treat the lake with herbicide.  The Lake Musconetcong Community Association’s members will pay for the treatment.   At the last meeting, the Board agreed to pay for the application fees and to submit the application for herbicide treatment under the Board’s name.  The proposal received from Allied Biological indicates a cost of $115.00.  The Clerk conducted a telephone vote questioning the members if they approve the expenditure of $115.00 for the permit application.  The following is the result of the telephone vote:  Mr. Rogalo – yes; Mr. Hathaway – yes; Mr. Hunts – yes; Ms. Maio – yes; Mr. La Spisa – yes; Mr. Rattner – yes; Ms. Zellman – yes; Chairman Riley – yes; Mr. Keenan – yes; Ms. Maurella – yes.  

Ms. Zellman noted discussion at the last meeting about her concern with a lack of communication from Allied Biological.  Glenn Sullivan apologized for the lack of communication and did a thorough job on his proposal.  Ms. Zellman stated she no longer has concerns and is satisfied with the decision to contract with Allied Biological.


Chairman Riley stated he spoke with Glenn Sullivan and authorized him to start the permit process.  Mr. Sullivan will provide the Board with a copy of the permit application prior to submission.  Mr. Sullivan would like to meet with the Lake Musconetcong Community Association to clarify what he will do and to make sure they understand what they are paying for.  Chairman Riley advised Mr. Sullivan that the Board will not process the money for the herbicide application.  The money will be given to him by the homeowners.  If the Board has funds for the herbicide application Mr. Sullivan will receive a check from the Board for their portion of the application.  The Board discussed the application along the shoreline and 25 acres in Arbolino Cove and 15 acres in Byram Bay.  A map was provided by the homeowners association requesting that the entire shoreline be treated.  The Board reviewed the map provided.  Mr. Hunts noted the map provided shows what was done last year.  There are homeowners who did not participate last year that want to be included in this year’s application.  After reviewing the map it was agreed that adjustments must be made to the map.  Steve Ellis, Regional Superintendent of the North Region present in the public, stated he will meet with Allied Biological and discuss the revisions and then submit them to Bob Cardica.  Mr. Hunts will attend the meeting as the Board’s representative.
(Mr. Rattner arrived.)


Mr. Hunts questioned the use of herbicide versus harvesting.  Mr. Hunts noted the increased costs related to the harvesting program, including an increase in unemployment charges.  Mr. Hunts would like the Board to use funds from the 319 grant to do harvesting for aesthetic purposes and the east/west corridor and suggested using volunteers to do the harvesting.  Ms. Maurella stated she has a site the Board can bring the harvested material to at no cost to the Board.  Chairman Riley will contact Byram regarding use of their roll off.  Ms. Zellman questioned insurance liability if the Board decides to use volunteers for harvesting.  Chairman Riley responded the volunteers will be covered under the Board’s Volunteer Liability Policy.  Mr. Hunts spoke about the limited funds available for the lake management program.  He would like to treat the entire Arbolino Bay with herbicide.  Mr. Hunts stated the water chestnut must be addressed.  Mr. Hunts suggested using the funds provided by the towns to pay the cost of the herbicide application and use the money left in the 319 grant to do the harvesting for aesthetic purposes.  Chairman Riley agreed the water chestnut is a problem that must be addressed by the Board.  Mr. Zellman, present in the public, advised the Board that they must ask for a revision to the grant.  Chairman Riley will contact the grant administrator and inquire about the revision. 

On motion by Ms. Zellman, seconded by Ms. Maio and carried by unanimous voice vote, the Board agreed that if Chairman Riley finds that it is feasible to revise the grant, the Lake Management Committee will review and determine the category/ line item to change.

Chairman Riley noted last month’s discussion about having a water testing kit to monitor outflow of the Lake.  He contacted the Musconetcong Watershed Association and they agreed it would be a good idea to add another monitoring site.  The Musconetcong Watershed Association will provide the kit and the location will be included in the quarterly monitoring.
NEW BUSINESS

Water Chestnut Task Force – Ms. Maurella stated she received an e-mail from Pat Rector, who now works at Rutgers, regarding starting a water chestnut task force.  Ms. Maurella volunteered to serve on the task force.  There are approximately 12 people on the task force.  The task force wants to map the water chestnut.  Pat Rector will be the data base at Rutgers.  The task force discussed different ideas as far as educating the public on water chestnut, i.e. what it is and how it spreads.  Ms. Maurella will keep the Board informed on the task force.  Ms. Maurella stated Steve Souza of Princeton Hydro informed her that they purchased a machine that would work well on water chestnut.  He spoke about possibly donating it for use.  Ms. Maurella volunteered Lake Musconetcong; however she is not sure he will agree to do it on Lake Musconetcong.

Mr. Hunts noted Mr. Rogalo’s discussion at the last meeting about possible federal funds for water chestnut.  Ms. Maurella will check if there are federal grant funds available.  Ms. Maurella will ask Ms. Rector about possible contact people for federal grants for water chestnut.


Web-site - Ms. Maurella noted Mr. La Spisa’s discussion at the last meeting about using the services of Constant Contact to reach out to people.  She checked them out and finds it to be a good way to keep in contact with volunteers.  They charge $10.50 per month and will help prepare newsletters and distribute it to your membership.  Ms. Maio stated the Board should have specifics on what they want the service to do before signing on.  It was agreed that this topic will be discussed at the next meeting.

Annual Report – Chairman Riley noted the Clerk sent a draft Annual Report to the Board.  The Clerk asked the Board to review and report and provide comments and/or revisions.  


Senate Bill No 922 – Chairman Riley noted Senate Bill No. 922, commenting it is taking money not spent from different DEP Green Acre Funds and dedicating them.  Senator Oroho was on the committee sponsoring the bill.  Chairman Riley read an excerpt from Senate Bill No. 922.  They are reallocating funds to two dam restoration projects, one being the Musconetcong Dam.  The amount of $371,000 is being allocated to the Musconetcong Dam.  The Board discussed the bill and the condition of the dam.  Ms. Maurella noted the dam is weak and must be secured.  Ms. Maurella will review previous information she received on the project.
OATH OF OFFICE:  Chairman Riley administered the Oath of Office to Steven Rattner.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  Chairman Riley opened the meeting to the public.  Seeing no one from the public wishing to speak, Chairman Riley closed the public portion of the meeting.
ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Mr. Hunts, seconded by Ms. Maio, and carried by unanimous voice vote, the meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Ellen Horak, Clerk 
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