LMRPB Minutes

03-17-10


Lake Musconetcong Regional Planning Board
Regular Meeting

March 17, 2010

Chairman Riley opened the Regular Meeting at 7:00 p.m. with a salute to the flag and a reading of the Open Public Meetings Notice which was sent to the Daily Record and New Jersey Herald on January 21, 2010 and was sent to the Clerks of the four municipalities, the State and the two counties.  
ROLL CALL:


P    Robert Hathaway, Netcong

P  Steven Rattner, Morris County (arrived @ 8:40pm)
P    Barney Hunts, Stanhope


P  Earl Riley, Byram


EA Joseph Keenan, Netcong


P John Rogalo, Stanhope (arrived @ 7:12pm)

P   Gary La Spisa, Roxbury 


A  John Wetzel, Roxbury

P   Rosemarie Maio, Stanhope

P  Susan Zellman, Sussex County (arrived @ 7:10pm)

P   Helen Maurella, State of NJ

MODIFICATIONS TO THE AGENDA:  Chairman Riley added a presentation of the final dredging plan by Fred Lubnow of Princeton Hydro to the agenda.
PRESENTATIONS:  
Fisheries Report (Lisa Barno and Chris Smith)
Chris Smith presented the Board with copies of the Fisheries Management Plan for Lake Musconetcong.  Mr. Smith is the Fisheries Biologist for South Jersey and he volunteered to conduct the fisheries study in Lake Musconetcong.  Mr. Smith explained the project, noting it is funded through federal aid.  Mr. Smith provided background information and a power point presentation on the results.  Mr. Smith explained the methods used to survey the fish population were electro fishing, seining and water chemistry.  The aquatic vegetation was extremely abundant in Lake Musconetcong and significantly impacts activities on the lake.  Three of the twenty-two species of aquatic plants found in the lake are invasive species.  The invasive species are water chestnuts, Eurasian water milfoil and curly-leaf pond weed.  Mr. Smith stated you must maintain some type of vegetation in the lake.  Eurasian water milfoil is the most common aquatic vegetation in the lake.  Mr. Smith noted the new problem being the water chestnut.  The water chestnut forms very dense mats.  Mr. Smith urged the Board to focus on keeping the water chestnut from spreading.  The options available for removal of the water chestnut are mechanical weed harvester, physical hand harvesting and the use of chemicals.  Mr. Smith advised that twenty species of fish were collected.  A list of the fish collected is contained in the Fisheries Report.  The most abundant species collected was bluegill representing 43% of the total catch during the electro-fishing.  The largemouth bass represented the largest biomass of the sample population.   The CPUE (catch per unit effort) for largemouth bass was 18 per hour.  The RSD (Relative Stock Density) for largemouth bass are within the recommended values.   The bluegill had the highest CPUE at 180 per hour and is a balanced population.  The Fisheries Report contains data on all fish collected during the study.  The largemouth bass population is in good condition and balanced despite below average growth rates and moderately low reproduction.  Growth rates and reproduction have most likely been affected by the abundance of aquatic vegetation.  The affect of the aquatic vegetation on other species collected is outlined in the Fisheries Report.  Mr. Smith outlined the management objectives.  Lake Musconetcong should be managed as a warm-water fisher.  Maintain the quality largemouth bass fishery that presently exists.  Enhance size and growth rates of panfish species including: bluegill, yellow perch and black crappie.  Reducing the amount of aquatic vegetation will allow predators to feed more efficiently.  This will reduce the numbers of existing prey species and increase growth rates.  Maintain the quality chain pickerel fishery that presently exists in the lake.  Mr. Smith offered the following recommendations:  Lake Musconetcong should be considered for dredging.  Dredging will increase depth and remove accumulated mud and organic substrate as well as assist in the removal and control of aquatic vegetation.  Maintain Lake Musconetcong in a lowered condition for a growing season to promote growth of shoreline vegetation and woody plants, which increase the complexity of habitat and improve littoral zone habitat for juvenile centrarchids.  Maintain an aquatic vegetation control program utilizing a combination of mechanical, chemical and physical removal methods.  Establish no harvest areas as a refuge for fish to ensure adequate fish habitat is maintained.  Utilize chemical herbicides if needed after dredging.  Develop a restocking plan for the lake which will maximize the recreational potential of the lake, after dredging.  
Chairman Riley asked if the Fishery would be involved if the Board were to receive funding for dredging.  Mr. Smith stated in order to collect fish, the lake must be lowered.  If you lower the lake you may not be able to get a boat into the lake.  Ms. Barno noted her concern with the fish population if the lake were lowered and recommended doing a partial salvage.  Mr. Rogalo noted an airboat at Hopatcong that may be an option to getting on the lake.  Mr. Smith spoke about the difficulty of collecting all of the fish when doing a salvage.  There will always be fish you cannot get.  Chairman Riley commented that the bottom line is the lake must be dredged.  The problem is getting funding for the dredging project.
Ms. Zellman noted a concern raised by Glenn Sullivan of Allied Biological regarding the affect of herbicide on the trout and questioned why trout was not included in the Fisheries Report.  Ms. Barno responded they stock the lake with trout for seasonal fishing.  Mr. Hunts noted the concern raised was because of the trout downstream.
Fred Lubnow stated his company did a fishery survey in 2003 and their results were similar to the results contained in the Fisheries Report.   Chairman Riley questioned the affect of water chestnut on the fish population.  Mr. Lubnow responded the water chestnut imposes a major problem and should be the main focus of the Board.  Mr. Smith agreed with Mr. Lubnow’s comment.  Ms. Barno suggested the Board focus on hand harvesting small sections of water chestnut.
Ms. Zellman asked if there is any federal funding available.  Mr. Lubnow responded there are no federal funds available for chemical use.  There may be some funds available for invasive species.  Mr. Lubnow will look into possible funding.

Chairman Riley thanked Ms. Barno and Mr. Smith for their attendance.

Final Dredging Plan (Fred Lubnow, Princeton Hydro, LLC)
Mr. Lubnow came forward and presented the final Dredging Plan.  The final dredging plan includes all water quality data.  Mr. Lubnow also presented final plans for submission with the dredging permit application.  Chairman Riley took possession of the final dredging plan.  Mr. Lubnow will e-mail the Board the website that will contain the entire document.  The plan contains details regarding permits that will be required.  Chairman Riley noted the historical nature of the towpath.  Mr. Lubnow responded it is identified in the final plan.  The Board questioned the length of the permit.  Mr. Lubnow responded that once the permit is issued, it is good for 5 years.  The bathymetric data is also good for 5 years.  The cost breakdown in the plan is based on moving everything, but it only takes into account the transport of the sediment.  Mr. Hunts stated the Board asked that the report contain two columns with one column showing just sediment and one column showing peat and sediment.  Mr. Hunts also spoke about the use of the railroad.  The Board discussed the need to emphasize the use of the railroad.  Mr. Lubnow will revise the plan to include the requested two columns and to emphasize the use of the railroad.  Mr. Lubnow commented that he is not sure they can quantify the transport of the peat.
Chairman Riley thanked Mr. Lubnow for his attendance.
 ACTION ON MINUTES:   Mr. Hunts noted the following language should be added to the end of the second sentence under Allied Biological – Herbicide Application discussion on page 4:  “along the shorelines adjacent to their individual properties.”  On motion by Ms. Maio, seconded by Mr. Hunts, the Minutes of the February 17, 2010 Regular Meeting were approved on majority voice vote.   Mr. Rogalo and Mr. La Spisa abstained.
COMMUNICATIONS:  The following communications have been placed on file:

2-19-10 Notice to Property Owners – notice of Isolatek International’s request to DEP for

Extension of Letter of Interpretation (establish boundary of freshwater wetlands on the

Property or authorize to conduct regulated activities on property) re: 41 Furnace St.

2-19-10 Clifford Lundin, Esq. – copy of 2010 Financial Disclosure Statement

2-23-10 Copy of Civil Action – Securities and Exchange Commission vs. Sherbourne Capital

Management Ltd. et. al and Ameripay, LLC (forwarded to Cliff Lundin, Esq.)

3-09-10 Netcong Day Committee – Registration Form for Netcong Day (Sept. 12)

3-09-10 NJ COLA – Meeting Notice: March 13th  9:00 a.m. (Glenn Sullivan, Allied Biological)

3-11-10 NJS Dept. of Treasury – check in amount of $7,017.20 re SFY07 grant

3-11-10 NJS Dept. of Labor & Workforce Development – Notice of Delinquent Reports

3-11-10 Notice to Property Owners – application to add an addition and renovate existing single

family house and erect a shed (24 Budd Lake Road, Netcong)

3-12-10 Selective Insurance – Renewal Policy

On motion by Mr. Hathaway, seconded by Mr. Rogalo and carried by unanimous voice vote, the communications were accepted.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:


Canal Society – There was no report.

Musconetcong Watershed Association – Mr. La Spisa reported a new item on the Musconetcong Watershed Association’s website is information on the River Run being held on May 2nd at 10:00 a.m.  Mr. La Spisa asked anyone interested in attending to contact him for more details.

Site Plan Review/Stream Encroachment – There was no report.

Lake Awareness – Ms. Maurella noted discussion at the last meeting regarding new banners.  Ms. Maurella would like to order one new banner in time for Stanhope Day.  The Board agreed that the logo should be changed to read “Two Decades of Caring.”  Ms. Maurella will solicit two quotes.

Lake Management – Mr. Hunts stated he would like to discuss plans for the use of herbicides and harvesting this season.  Mr. Hunts questioned the map discussed at the previous meeting indicating the areas to be treated with herbicides.  Ms. Maurella stated the Board should be receiving a letter from Amy Cradic stating where the herbicides are to be applied for pre-event and post-event monitoring.  Ms. Zellman noted that Allied Biological will do pre-monitoring.  Chairman Riley stated the Board has not received Ms. Cradic’s letter.  Ms. Maurella stated that the application has been submitted, but the permit will not be issued until the Board receives said letter.  Mr. Hunts displayed a map showing areas to be treated with herbicide, which map indicated the areas where endangered species are located; the areas where 24D is to be used; the areas where treatment will be limited to 100 feet; and the areas limited to 200 feet.  Mr. Hunts advised that the cost is $600 per acre for a total of $22,000 to treat the areas indicated on the map.  Mr. Hunts questioned the money remaining in the grant.  Chairman Riley responded the grant was based on $60,000 with $45,000 in funds and $15,000 of in-kind services.  The actual monies were reported incorrectly and the Board has expended all monies under the grant.  The Board has not yet received reimbursement for the last $20,000.  The Board should have appropriately $25,000 available for the program.  Mr. Hunts proposed that the Board commit all of the funds exclusive of what they can justify from the weed harvesting account to pay for herbicide treatment.  Mr. Hunts stated harvesting is useless on the water chestnut.  The Board discussed the grant money expended and the costs of the weed harvesting program.  The Board discussed the budget requests sent to the four towns and two counties and questioned if those funds could be used towards the herbicide treatment.   Chairman Riley stated the requests indicate the money will be used for lake management, not specifically weed harvesting, so there should not be an issue with using the money for herbicide treatment.  Ms. Maio stated she asked Stanhope Borough to fund treatment of an acre and asked what area will be treated with those funds.  Mr. Hunts responded they will treat the Musconetcong Park playground area with the funds from Stanhope.  The Board discussed the importance of treated pre-emergent.  Mr. Hathaway noted the need to decide what herbicide will be used.   Ms. Zellman noted the time the Board receives the permit will determine what to use.  After a brief discussion, the Board decided to use 24D and, if they cannot treat the lake pre-emergent, they will use the money to do additional herbicide treatments.  The Clerk was asked to send a letter to the Homeowners Association advising that the Board recommends the use of pre-emergent 24D.  Ms. Maio suggested a press release be sent and included on the Board’s website advising that the Board is looking for donations for the treatment of the lake.  The Board agreed to make a public appeal for funds for the use of herbicide.  Ms. Maio will draft a press release for the Board’s review.  Mr. Hunts proposed that harvesting be focused around the dam, the park in Stanhope and the center corridor of the lake.  The Board concurred with Mr. Hunts’ proposal.  The Board discussed the hours and hourly rate of the harvester operators.  After a brief discussion, the Board agreed to pay an operator for 30 hours per week at $15.00 per hour.  The total burden to the Board for operation of the weed harvesting program is not to exceed $12,000.  The Board also agreed that they will use the service of volunteers to operate the harvester for the additional 10 hours per week.

Operating Budget –  There was no report.

Lake Management Plan – There was not report. 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Chairman Riley noted Mr. Keenan e-mailed a copy of the Treasurer’s Report to all Board members.  
BILLS:  On motion by Ms. Zellman, seconded by Mr. Hunts and carried by the following unanimous roll call vote, the following bills are to be paid if and when funds are available:

Operating Account:


Ellen Horak re: Clerk’s Monthly Compensation


$  500.00

Lake Management Account:


JCP&L re: electric at shed





$      4.37

ROLL CALL:



Mr. Hathaway – yes

Ms. Maurella - yes



Mr. Hunts – yes

Mr. Rattner - yes



Mr. La Spisa – yes

Ms. Zellman - yes



Ms. Maio – yes

Chairman Riley - yes
NEW BUSINESS
Annual Report  – Chairman Riley noted the final draft of the Annual Report was forwarded to the Board members.  On motion by Mr. Rogalo, seconded by Ms. Maurella, and carried by unanimous voice vote, the Board approved the 2009 Annual Report.

Web-site (“Constant Contact”) - Ms. Maurella reported Constant Contact offers a 60-day trial period.  The cost is $15.00 per month or $10.50 per month if you prepay per year.  Their service includes preparation of newsletters.  The Board discussed the need to decide what will be included in the information provided.  Ms. Maio questioned who will coordinate and oversee the information to be added.  A schedule should be prepared on when it will be done and who will be responsible.  Mr. La Spisa noted the original idea of using Constant Contact was for e-mailing information to those parties on the Board’s e-mail list regarding items such as Clean the Lake Day.  Mr. Hathaway stated he has an e-mail contact list and he volunteered to assist with the input.  Ms. Zellman stated funds from the education budget can be used to pay for the service.  On motion by Ms. Maio, seconded by Mr. Hathaway and carried by the following unanimous roll call vote, the Board authorized prepaying for the services of Constant Contact at the rate of $10.50 per month for one year.
ROLL CALL:



Mr. Hathaway – yes

Ms. Maurella - yes



Mr. Hunts – yes

Mr. Rattner - yes



Mr. La Spisa – yes

Ms. Zellman - yes



Ms. Maio – yes

Chairman Riley - yes

Chairman Riley formed an ad hoc committee consisting of Mr. La Spisa as chair and Mr. Hathaway who will be responsible for the Constant Contact site.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  Chairman Riley opened the meeting to the public.  Seeing no one from the public wishing to speak, Chairman Riley closed the public portion of the meeting.
ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Mr. Rogalo, seconded by Mr. Hunts, and carried by unanimous voice vote, the meeting was adjourned a 10:05 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Ellen Horak, Clerk 
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