LMRPB Minutes

04-21-10


Lake Musconetcong Regional Planning Board

Regular Meeting

April 21, 2010


Chairman Riley opened the Regular Meeting at 7:00 p.m. with a salute to the flag and a reading of the Open Public Meetings Notice which was sent to the Daily Record and New Jersey Herald on January 21, 2010 and was sent to the Clerks of the four municipalities, the State and the two counties.  

ROLL CALL:


P    Robert Hathaway, Netcong

P  Steven Rattner, Morris County (arrived @ 8:50pm)

P    Barney Hunts, Stanhope


P  Earl Riley, Byram


P    Joseph Keenan, Netcong


P John Rogalo, Stanhope (arrived @ 7:15pm)

P   Gary La Spisa, Roxbury 


A  John Wetzel, Roxbury

P   Rosemarie Maio, Stanhope

P  Susan Zellman, Sussex County 


P   Helen Maurella, State of NJ

MODIFICATIONS TO THE AGENDA:  Additional communications listed.  Ms. Zellman presented the following items to be added to the list of communications:

1. Allied Biological – Lake Survey Report

2. Lake Musconetcong Community Association – Shoreline Herbicide Treatment Application sent to residents

 OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  Chairman Riley opened the meeting to the public.  Seeing no one from the public wishing to speak, Chairman Riley closed the public portion of the meeting.

ACTION ON MINUTES:   Mr. Hunts noted a number of typographical errors on page 4 and the need to revise the wording “we are going to treat the Musconetcong Park playground area with herbicides” to read “we are going to treat the bay adjacent to the Musconetcong Park playground area with herbicides”.  Chairman Riley noted the word “moving” on the fourth line of page 2 should be revised to read “removing”.  On motion by Mr. Hathaway, seconded by Mr. La Spisa, the Minutes of the March 17, 2010 Regular Meeting were approved, as amended, on majority voice vote.   Mr. Keenan abstained.

COMMUNICATIONS:  The following communications have been placed on file:

03-19-10 Selective Insurance – request for updated information

03-19-10 Selective Insurance – safe driving guidelines

03-26-10 Amy Cradic, NJS DEP – conditional approval of herbicide application

04-01-10 Notice to Property Owners – application for variance re: Blk 11701, Lot 14

195 Stonegate Lane, Stanhope)

04-01-10  Notice to Property Owners – application to amend preliminary and final approval of


     Phase re: 20 Continental Drive, Mt. Olive, NJ

04-01-10 Sussex County – Voucher for 2010 lake management and operating budgets

04-01-10  van den Heuvel & Fountain – Commercial Package Policy

04-19-10  US Bankruptcy Court – Notice of Order Dismissing Case re: Ameripay

04-21-10  Allied Biological – Lake Survey Report

04-21-10  Lake Musconetcong Community Association – Shoreline Herbicide Treatment Application sent

                 to residents 

On motion by Mr. Hathaway, seconded by Mr. Keenan and carried by unanimous voice vote, the communications were accepted.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:


Canal Society – There was no report.


Musconetcong Watershed Association – Mr. La Spisa had no report.  Chairman Riley advised that the River Watch will be this Saturday.  They will take measurements and do chemical and visual analysis of the 5 sites.  


Site Plan Review/Stream Encroachment – There was no report.


Lake Awareness – Ms. Maurella reported she looked into having a new banner made.  She received a quote of $100 from Graphic Image.  They will change the words and use color.  The size is 3’ x 5’ and can be done in a few days.  The Board previously agreed to purchase a new banner.  The Board discussed the size of the banner and agreed it should be 3’ x 6’.  Chairman Riley noted the logo is outdated and suggested changing the wording from a Decade of Caring to Decades of Caring.  The Board agreed with Chairman Riley’s suggestion.  Ms. Zellman asked that the logo be in a pdf file.  Ms. Maurella advised the Board that she received an email from Liz Sweeny informing her that they are discontinuing the Clean Communities Grants this year.  Ms. Maurella distributed a flyer prepared by the Water Chestnut Task Force which is available on their website.  Mr. Rogalo stated he will arrange for the sponsor of gifts for the fishing contest again this year.


Lake Management – Mr. Hunts reported the compactor has been removed from the off-loading site at no cost to the Board.  Chairman Riley noted he asked for a telephone vote on the purchase of a backhoe through GovDeals.com at a cost not to exceed $5,000.  Chairman Riley read the following results of the telephone vote:  10 voted yes, 0 voted no and 1 member was not reachable (Mr. Rogalo).   The backhoe was inspected by Chairman Riley and Mr. Hunts.  The backhoe is in good condition but needs front tires and a torque converter.  The cost to fix the torque converter would be between $2,000 and $3,000.  The bidding ended shortly before the meeting began.  The Board’s final bid was $4,506.  Chairman Riley is waiting for notification if the Board was the successful bidder.  Mr. Hathaway will transport the backhoe if the Board won the bid.  Chairman Riley stated the backhoe must be transported within ten days.  Chairman Riley advised that the Lake Management Committee has decided to use only volunteers for the harvesting program this season.  Mr. Hathaway will contact volunteers who contacted him about volunteering.  Mr. Hunts will prepare a plan.  The cost of the backhoe and repairs can be made up from what the Board set aside for the salaries of the weed harvester operators.  Mr. Hunts stated that the acreage for herbicide treatment by the Board identified on the map will cost $22,015.  Ms. Maurella questioned if the Board has sufficient funds.  Mr. Keenan responded that the Board has $24,000 in the account and the Board may have just purchased a backhoe for approximately $5,000.  Mr. Keenan advised there are not sufficient funds to pay the cost of the herbicide treatment.  Chairman Riley stated he submitted the grant report to the State last week.  The Board has already received reimbursement of $20,000.  The State holds back 10% until the final paperwork is submitted. The Board may receive approximately $20,000 reimbursement for the grant.  Chairman Riley clarified that this was a $45,000 cash grant with a $15,000 match of in-kind services.  He spoke with Karen Ward who informed him it does not matter when the grant money is used as long as it is within the three year grant period.   Ms. Zellman reminded the Board that last year Morris County cut their contribution by 50%.  Chairman Riley will ask Mr. Rattner to speak to Morris County and request full funding.  Mr. Hathaway will ask Netcong to contribute to the herbicide treatment.  Ms. Maio stated Stanhope has budgeted for herbicide treatment of two acres.  Ms. Zellman said she spoke to Roxbury’s Manager about funding for the herbicide treatment and she is waiting to hear back.  Last year Roxbury funded two acres.  Mr. La Spisa will follow up with Roxbury and ask them to contribute to the treatment of two acres again this year.  Ms. Maurella stated Princeton Hydro offered to donate the use of their machine that will do a small cove not being treated with pesticides.


The Board had a lengthy discussion about funding for the herbicide treatment.  The Board has not yet received the annual budget contributions from the towns and two counties.  The Clerk advised that the towns do not send their contribution until their budget is adopted.  The Board discussed allocating $10,000 towards herbicide treatment.  Ms. Zellman suggested treating what can be done now with available funds and asking Allied Biological to do subsequent applications when the Board has more money.  Chairman Riley will follow up with the State on the status of the reimbursement.  Mr. Keenan advised that money will need to be transferred from other accounts.  The Board discussed the various accounts and amounts to be transferred.  Ms. Zellman questioned the justification of taking money from the Lake Awareness account.  Ms. Zellman noted in previous years donations made by the American Legion went into the Lake Awareness account.  The Board discussed using funds from the Lake Awareness account for the purchase of the backhoe.  It was agreed that funds from the Lake Awareness account will be used for the purchase of the backhoe and funds from the Lake Management account will be used for the repairs of the backhoe.  The Board will acknowledge on the backhoe that proceeds were used from donations by the American Legion.  This will leave approximately $1,500 in the Lake Awareness account to cover the cost of the banners, brochures, etc.  Mr. La Spisa noted the funds for Constant Contact will come from the Lake Awareness account.  Mr. Keenan read the account balances from the Treasurer’s Report and noted that $4,800 must be taken to cover the insurance bill.  The Board discussed the insurance invoice in the amount of $4,822.    Mr. Keenan will contact the insurance company and inquire about a payment plan instead of one payment in the full amount.  Chairman Riley stated Byram Council approved the Board’s use of the roll off again this season.  The Board discussed in great detail the funds available, the funds needed and transfers to be made.  The Board estimated that the anticipated expenses for the next 90 days for the weed harvesting program would be $14,600.  Mr. Zellman, present in the public, suggested the Board contact Allied Biological and ask about only treating the shoreline now and the water chestnut in June.  This will give more time for funds to come into the Board.  The Board is not treating any area along the shoreline.  Ms. Zellman noted the Board has funds for a portion of the lake.


Mr. Hunts suggested holding off on harvesting until July and treat the lake pre-emergent.  Harvesting can begin when funds come in.  Ms. Zellman suggested taking $2,000 from the long term savings account and put it towards the repair of the backhoe.  The Board agreed with Ms. Zellman’s suggestion.  Mr. Hunts said they will be putting the old backhoe out for bid.


Chairman Riley spoke about the need for another 319 grant.  Mr. Zellman, present in the public, offered to assist with the grant application.


On motion by Mr. Hathaway, seconded by Mr. Rogalo and carried by the following unanimous roll call vote, the Board authorized spending $10,000 for herbicide treatment; $3,000 for repairs to the backhoe; $4,800 for insurance payment and an additional $12,000 for herbicide treatment provided that the State grant funds are received or that Allied Biological agrees to give a 90 day term for payment and the State funds are received within 90 days.

ROLL CALL:



Mr. Hathaway – yes

Ms. Maio - yes



Mr. Hunts – yes

Ms. Maurella - yes



Mr. Keenan – yes

Mr. Rogalo - yes



Mr. La Spisa – yes

Ms. Zellman – yes







Chairman Riley - yes


The Board discussed the need to assure volunteers are covered under the insurance policy.  Chairman Riley stated the operators are covered under the Board’s liability insurance.  The Board discussed the amount of the insurance premium and questioned the coverage provided.  The Clerk will contact the insurance agent and ask that she attend the May meeting to discuss the Board’s insurance.


Operating Budget –  There was no report from the committee.  Mr. Hunts asked that the Operating Budget Committee project the funds that the Board will be receiving from the towns and prepare a 90 day budget of expended revenue.


Lake Management Plan – There was not report. 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Mr. Keenan noted he e-mailed a copy of the Treasurer’s Report to all Board members.  

BILLS:  On motion by Mr. Rogalo, seconded by Ms. Zellman and carried by the following unanimous roll call vote, the following bills are to be paid if and when funds are available with the proviso that the insurance bill will be paid in payments if permitted by the insurance company:

Operating Account:


Ellen Horak re: Clerk’s Monthly Compensation


$   500.00


Matthew T. Hoh re: website update




$     38.00


Selective Insurance Company of America – annual renewal

$4,822.00

ROLL CALL:



Mr. Hathaway – yes

Ms. Maio - yes



Mr. Hunts – yes

Ms. Maurella - yes



Mr. Keenan – yes

Mr. Rogalo - yes



Mr. La Spisa – yes

Ms. Zellman – yes







Chairman Riley - yes

OLD BUSINESS


319 Grant (Bathymetric Survey) – Chairman Riley advised that the project is almost completed.  After last month’s meeting Fred Lubnow was to have corrections made; however to date he has not heard back from Mr. Lubnow.  Chairman Riley will follow up with Mr. Lubnow on the requested changes.  The extension period is to June 10, 2010, at which time the grant must be completed.  Therefore, it must be approved by the Board at the May meeting.


Herbicide Treatment - Ms. Maurella asked for a copy of the herbicide permit.  The Clerk advised that the Board has not received a copy of the permit.  The permit was sent to Mr. Zellman.  Mr. Zellman will provide a copy of the permit to Ms. Maurella and the Clerk for the Board’s file.


Constant Contact – Chairman Riley noted Mr. La Spisa e-mailed the layout for the newsletter.  Mr. La Spisa said he hopes to have the first newsletter in July.  It will include a link to the Board’s website.  The Board discussed other links that should be added to the site and suggested they include the Water Chestnut Task Force, the Lake Musconetcong Community Association and the Musconetcong Watershed Association.

(Mr. Rattner arrived.)


Mr. La Spisa advised that the trial period will expire before the May meeting.  The Board discussed the benefits of Constant Contact.  On motion by Mr. La Spisa, seconded by Ms. Maio and carried by the following unanimous roll call vote, the Board authorized the expenditure of $120.00 for a one year subscription to Constant Contact.


ROLL CALL:



Mr. Hathaway – yes

Ms. Maurella - yes



Mr. Hunts – yes

Mr. Rattner - yes



Mr. Keenan – yes

Mr. Rogalo - yes



Mr. La Spisa – yes

Ms. Zellman – yes



Ms. Maio - yes

Chairman Riley - yes


Press Release - Ms. Maio distributed a draft Press Release regarding funds needed for the herbicide treatment.  The Board reviewed the Press Release and made minor revisions.  The Board questioned if the donations are tax deductible.  The Clerk will relay the Board’s question to the Board’s attorney.

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Hathaway spoke about the large amount of time consuming work done by the Board members and suggested changes be made.  Mr. Hathaway distributed a list of proposed subcommittees that could be formed consisting of volunteers and members of the Board.  Mr. Hathaway stated he has a list of volunteers who are looking to help the Board.  Chairman Riley thanked Mr. Hathaway and asked the Board to review the list of proposed subcommittees and provide their thoughts at the next meeting.  Chairman Riley suggested having information included on the back of a brochure to be displayed at Stanhope Day and Netcong Day and have the volunteers indicate the subcommittee they are interested in.  Ms. Maio will prepare a brochure for the Board’s review at the May meeting.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  Chairman Riley opened the meeting to the public.  Seeing no one from the public wishing to speak, Chairman Riley closed the public portion of the meeting.

DISCUSSION:


Ms. Maio spoke about a conversation she had with Mr. Rattner regarding a grant writer from Mt. Olive and questioned if the Board could approach her about her services.  Mr. Rattner suggested Mr. Hathaway speak to Netcong’s Administrator, Ralph Blakesly, and ask him to contact her because Netcong and Mt. Olive have a shared service relationship.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Mr. Rogalo, seconded by Ms. Maio, and carried by unanimous voice vote, the meeting was adjourned a 9:28 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Ellen Horak, Clerk 
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