LMRPB Minutes

05-19-10


Lake Musconetcong Regional Planning Board
Regular Meeting

May 19, 2010

Chairman Riley opened the Regular Meeting at 7:00 p.m. with a salute to the flag and a reading of the Open Public Meetings Notice which was sent to the Daily Record and New Jersey Herald on January 21, 2010 and was sent to the Clerks of the four municipalities, the State and the two counties.  
ROLL CALL:


P   Robert Hathaway, Netcong

EA  Steven Rattner, Morris County
P   Barney Hunts, Stanhope


P    Earl Riley, Byram


P   Joseph Keenan, Netcong (arrived @ 8:46pm)
P    John Rogalo, Stanhope (arrived @ 7:10pm)

P  Gary La Spisa, Roxbury 


A   John Wetzel, Roxbury

P  Rosemarie Maio, Stanhope (arrived @ 9:01pm)
P   Susan Zellman, Sussex County 

P  Helen Maurella, State of NJ

MODIFICATIONS TO THE AGENDA:  Additional communications and bill listed.  Chairman Riley revised the Agenda and moved discussion regarding the transfer of the 15-foot rescue boat listed under New Business to the first topic of discussion.
Transfer of 15-foot rescue boat to Stanhope Hose Co. #1 – Mr. Hunts stated he is in favor of transferring the boat and engine, but does not think the Board should transfer the trailer.  The Board needs the trailer available for the jon boat.  Gary Card, 2nd Assistant Chief of the Stanhope Hose Co. #1 spoke about the use of the boat for water rescue.  The Fire Department recently secured ice rescue equipment and, since the summer months are approaching, they would like use of the boat for water rescue on the lake and for mutual aid.  The boat would also be available to the Board if needed.  Chairman Riley asked Mr. Zellman, present in the public, to clarify how the boat was acquired by the Board.  Mr. Zellman stated the boat, trailer and motor were acquired through a federal grant for purposes of being an emergency management boat.  Mr. Zellman stated the boat will not be useful without the trailer.  Mr. Zellman also stated that the trailer does not fit the jon boat and the trailer would be available to the Board if needed.  Chairman Riley questioned if the Board is able to transfer the boat since it was purchased with federal money.  Mr. Hunts suggested a semi-permanent loan.  Chairman Riley suggested storing the boat at the Fire House and grant access and use of it to the Fire Department at any time.  Ms. Zellman suggested an official lease, i.e. $1.00 per year.  The Board discussed the liability issue if they were to loan or lease the boat to the Fire Department.  Ms. Zellman asked that there be an official document giving the boat to the Fire Department for their use with it being the Fire Department’s liability.  Chairman Riley stated he is in favor of turning over entire ownership to the Fire Department; however, they must first determine if they are permitted to do so.  Chairman Riley asked the Clerk to contact the Board’s attorney and inquire if the Board can transfer the equipment to the Fire Department.  

On motion by Mr. Hunts, seconded by Ms. Zellman and carried by unanimous voice vote, the Board authorized the transfer of ownership of the 15-foot rescue boat, trailer and 10 horse power motor to the Stanhope Hose Co. #1 pending attorney approval.
DISCUSSION – Insurance Coverage

Michele Sydoryk from van den Heuvel & Fountain came forward to discuss the Board’s insurance coverage.  Ms. Sydoryk distributed an information packet on the Board’s insurance, a copy of which was placed on file.  Ms. Sydoryk provided a summary of the Board’s insurance for 2010 and explained the coverage amounts.  The general liability has a $2,000,000 cap for the year.  The general liability coverage covers property, inland marine, business auto and the umbrella policy.   Ms. Zellman questioned the locations listed in the policy for property.  Ms. Zellman stated there is a storage shed on the property.  Chairman Riley clarified it is not a permanent structure at the Port Morris location.  Ms. Sydoryk stated the property is insured for $11,000.  The Board discussed the high amount of coverage, noting the shed is not worth $11,000.  The shed was purchased for $2, 500 and was assembled by participants in the SLAP program.  The Board discussed the current replacement cost of the shed.  If the Board needed to purchase a new shed, they would need to pay for assembly.  Ms. Sydoryk stated the policy covers replacement cost of a 16’ x 31’ size shed.  There is additional coverage for the contents of the shed.  After briefly discussing the costs, the Board members agreed to the keep the present coverage.  Mr. Hathaway suggested finding out the exact replacement cost of the shed.

Chairman Riley directed Ms. Sydoryk to page 4 and advised that the Board may be transferring ownership of that equipment.  The Nordic Bay Glider will be removed from the policy after it is transferred.

The Board discussed the high cost of automobile insurance.  Ms. Sydoryk will re-market the automobile insurance policy and will take off the comprehensive coverage.  Chairman Riley noted the amount of $1,200 per year for a truck that is used by only one driver a small amount of time.  Ms. Sydoryk stated the coverage is for the scheduled vehicle plus any other vehicle someone may be driving for business.  After discussing the coverage, the Board agreed to have this coverage deleted.
(Mr. Hunts left the meeting)


Ms. Sydoryk discussed the Workers Compensation policy.  Chairman Riley advised Ms. Sydoryk that the Board has not had employees since last October and they do not intend to hire any employees this year.  Ms. Sydoryk asked that the Board provide her with WR-30’s and she will find out how far back they can go for a credit.

The Board reviewed their professional liability coverage and blanket accident coverage and agreed that the coverage should remain as is.   Chairman Riley thanked Ms. Sydoryk for her attendance.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  Chairman Riley opened the meeting to the public.  

Douglas Zellman asked about the harvesting program for this season.  There are a number of volunteers interested in helping and they are asking when the program will start.  They must have their boat license in order to operate the harvester.  Chairman Riley stated Mr. Hunts just gave him a list of what needs to be done and he has not had an opportunity to review it.  They will schedule pre-launch maintenance on the harvester and the conveyor, will transport the backhoe to the conveyor site and line up volunteers who will be trained by Mr. Hunts.  Mr. Zellman noted the amount of time it will take to train the volunteers on the docking of the harvester.  Mr. Zellman asked that they get the harvester ready and then train the volunteers to dock to the conveyor site where the harvester is stored overnight.  They can be trained in how to operate the harvester.  Mr. Zellman stated he received a call from the MUA asking if the Board needed a roll-off.  She also told him that the MUA replaced some boxes.  Mr. Zellman asked her to try to get one of the replaced boxes for the Board which she agreed to do.  Chairman Riley stated the Board will need the MUA roll-off.  Byram’s Council agreed to let the Board use their roll-off; however the DPW Supervisor said no because while it was in the Board’s use last year, it was damaged (whether by the Board or by Byram’s employees) and, because of budget issues they cannot afford to have the roll-off damaged again.  They did agree to transport weeds if we can get another roll-off.  Chairman Riley commented that it will be cheaper to have the MUA do the hauling.  Mr. Zellman will ask the MUA to reserve a roll-off for the Board.  Mr. Hathaway stated he has a large list of people interested in volunteering.  Mr. Hathaway will organize the volunteers so the program can be administered.  Mr. Hathaway spoke about the Board out-sourcing for repairs and maintenance that must be done.  Ms. Zellman noted the amount of time it would take to have someone repair the machine.  It may take weeks and cost a substantial amount of money, whereby Board members can do the repairs.  Ms. Zellman suggested having a service contract with someone for repairs.  Mr. Zellman noted the delays you may encounter when looking for a professional.  Mr. Zellman noted that Mr. Hunts has offered to train the volunteers now and if the Board waits for a professional, it may take a month or longer.

Petro Chang, 3 Koclas Drive, Netcong stated he is one of the volunteers and, although he no longer has a boating license, he is a motor mechanic and is willing to do maintenance on the machine.  


Don Beach, Port Morris resident, asked what Lake Hopatcong is doing with their harvesters.  Mr. Hathaway responded that presently they are not harvesting the weeds.  Mr. Beach questioned a possible joint contract for maintenance of the machines.  Ms. Maurella stated that Hopatcong does not have any paid employees and they have no one to operate the harvesters or service them.

Wendy VanWhy, 9 Spring Lane spoke as one of the founding members of the Lake Musconetcong Community Association (“LMCA”).  Ms. VanWhy expressed concern with a Press Release issued by the Board requesting donations for herbicide treatment in the lake.  Ms. VanWhy received a number of telephone calls from homeowners questioning if the money collected by the LMCA is going to the Lake Board.  She responded to the inquiries by saying their money is not going to the Lake Board, but going towards shoreline treatment by their homes.  Ms. VanWhy stated the article was confusing and misleading and she asked the Board to retract their article and indicate that the Board is soliciting funds to add to the money they already receive from the towns, counties and state.  Ms. VanWhy asked that the Board clarify in their article that they received $45,000 for a three year period and breakdown what they received and how much will be used for the purposes of weed harvesting and chemical treatment.  Ms. VanWhy claimed the article, as written, was in direct conflict of what the LMCA is trying to do.  Chairman Riley responded that every action taken by the Board is done in public and anyone questioning where the Board’s money comes from and where it is spent, are welcome to attend a meeting.  Chairman Riley stated the newspaper article explains that the Board is looking for money to treat the water chestnut problem in the lake.  The homeowners gave money to treat their shoreline which treatment only goes out a certain distance.  Ms. VanWhy commented on the extensive weed growth. and questioned when the harvester will be on the lake.  Chairman Riley stated the Press Release was discussed and approved by the Board.

Diane Leiher, 61 Musconetcong Avenue, Stanhope thanked the Board for their effort.  Ms. Leiher stated there is a lot of water chestnut by her property.  The water chestnut is spreading and there is more than last year.  Chairman Riley stated the Board’s focus with the herbicide treatment will be Arbolino Bay and Byram Bay.  The Board encourages hand harvesting around the shoreline.


Douglas Zellman asked Ms. Maurella if, when the water is lowered in the fall, they can rake out the nuts from the water chestnut.  Chairman Riley noted Princeton Hydro has a boat that is a “rake jon boat” and they offered to come and operate it to see how effective it is on water chestnut.  This may be an opportunity to do a section in front of Ms. Leiher’s home.  Ms. Maurella noted Princeton Hydro wants to treat an area that was not going to be chemically treated.  Ms. Leiher said she did have treatment in her area, but her neighbor did not.


Wendy VanWhy asked how much money the Board has and how much is being used to treat water chestnut and how much is being used for harvesting.  Chairman Riley responded the bulk of the funds will be used to treat the water chestnut.  Last year the Board spent $35,000 on weed harvesting, which amount included fees associated with having employees, i.e. salaries, insurance.  This year there will be no employees and associated fees.  Chairman Riley read the Treasurer’s Report, noting the balance of the Board’s funds total $24,022 as of tonight’s meeting.  The chemical treatment will cost approximately $22,000 and the Board is anticipating receiving approximately $17,500 from the four towns and two counties.  The Board is due reimbursement from the State of approximately $15,000 to $16,000 and he expects the funds to be in the Board’s account by no later than August.  Mr. Hathaway stated it will cost approximately $12,000 to administer the weed harvesting program.  Mr. Rogalo noted that most of last season’s time and costs were used dealing with the water chestnut in Arbolino Cove.
Seeing no one further from the public wishing to speak, Chairman Riley closed the public portion of the meeting.

ACTION ON MINUTES:   On motion by Ms. Zellman, seconded by Mr. La Spisa, the Minutes of the April 21, 2010 Regular Meeting were approved on unanimous voice vote.   
COMMUNICATIONS:  The following communications have been placed on file:

04-28-10 Morris County – Voucher in amount of $2,655 re: 2010 budget

05-04-10  Sussex County – check in the amount of $5,900 re: 2010 budget ($5,000 to lake


     management budget; $900 to operating budget)

05-04-10 Selective Insurance – Commercial Policy Information Page

05-04-10  River Park Village Associates – Storm Water Quality Control Report (April)

05-04-10  U.S. Department of Justice – notification of hearing schedule for May 5, 2010 re:


     Ameripay criminal case

05-05-10  United States Bankruptcy Court – Notice of Order Vacating an Order of Dismissal re:


     Ameripay

05-06-10 United States Bankruptcy Court – Notice of Proposed Abandonment re: Ameripay

05-07-10 Notice to Property Owners – variance for construction of 21’ x 32’ deck at 22

 
     Towpath Lane, Stanhope

05-10-10  Byram Township – Purchase Order in the amount of $1,230.80 re: 2010 budget

05-13-10  NJ COLA – Water Chestnut (information)

05-13-10  Notice to Property Owners – variance for second story over pre-existing porch at 12


     Allen Street, Netcong

05-15-10 Susan Zellman – Transfer of Rescue Boat to Stanhope Hose Co. #1

05-19-10 US Dept. of Justice – Ameripay (guilty plea)

05-19-10 Cole, Schott, et al – Consent Order Amending Order re: Ameripay

05-19-10 Princeton Hydro – Quarterly Report #11

On motion by Mr. La Spisa, seconded by Mr. Hathaway and carried by unanimous voice vote, the communications were accepted.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:


Canal Society – Ms. Maurella gave a copy of the Canal Society’s newsletter, On The Level, to the Clerk to be put on file.  Ms. Maurella distributed a schedule of the Summer and Fall events at Waterloo Village.  Ms. Maurella reported she received a request for use of the Board’s jon boat with blade.  The Board agreed to lend the jon boat to the Canal Society.  Ms. Maurella will make arrangements for the transport.

Musconetcong Watershed Association – Mr. La Spisa had no report, but asked Chairman Riley about the River Watch.  Chairman Riley responded the event went well.  The river is healthy.  The Musconetcong Watershed Association has the results posted on their website.  Chairman Riley stated the Board needs to choose a site close to the outflow of the lake to set up a testing station.  Mr. Rogalo suggested Salmon Park in Stanhope.  Chairman Riley stated the Musconetcong Watershed Association offered to put together a test kit for the station.  Ms. Maurella stated the Advisory Committee found shad in the Musconetcong River and water chestnut were found in the river.

Site Plan Review/Stream Encroachment – There was no report.

Lake Awareness – Ms. Maurella reported she ordered the banner and trophies.  The fishing contest will be held from 9:00 a.m. to11:00 a.m.   Stanhope Day is held from 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m.  Mr. Rogalo offered to assist with the fishing contest.  Ms. Maurella will coordinate via e-mail the time schedule for members to work the Board’s table.  Ms. Maurella stated she will have a laptop with a power point presentation on the water chestnut at the Board’s table.  Ms. Maurella stated instead of sending flyers to the area schools, she will put a lighted sign by the Hess station.  Ms. Maurella advised that the hand harvesting of water chestnut is scheduled for June 19th and she asked that the harvester be in the lake on that date.  Mr. Hathaway will coordinate the volunteers and Mr. Rogalo will provide plastic barrels as used last year.  Mr. Hathaway suggested asking the Stanhope Fire Department to provide the boat and manpower.  Ms. Maurella also advised that tomorrow she and Pat Rector will be looking at the spots in the lake with water chestnut.  Tim Clancy, a member of the Knee Deep Club, informed her that they are having kayaks surveying Lake Hopatcong for water chestnut.  Mr. Hathaway noted there is a pair of bald eagles nesting on the lake.

Lake Management – Chairman Riley noted, in light of the lengthy discussion earlier, there is nothing further to discuss regarding lake management.

Operating Budget –  There was no report.

Lake Management Plan – Chairman Riley stated he is waiting for the final dredging plan so it can be included in the Lake Management Plan.  The plan is almost complete.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  In Mr. Keenan’s absence, Chairman Riley read the Treasurer’s Report which was e-mailed to all Board members.    On motion by Ms. Zellman, seconded by Mr. Hathaway and carried by unanimous voice vote, the Treasurer’s Report was accepted and ordered placed on file.
BILLS:  On motion by Mr. La Spisa, seconded by Mr. Hathaway and carried by the following unanimous roll call vote, the following bills are to be paid if and when funds are available:

Operating Account:


Ellen Horak re: Clerk’s Monthly Compensation

$500.00

Lake Management Account


JCP&L re: electric at shed




$  2.71
ROLL CALL:



Mr. Hathaway – yes

Mr. Rogalo – yes



Mr. La Spisa – yes

Ms. Zellman – yes



Ms. Maurella – yes

Chairman Riley - yes

OLD BUSINESS


319 Grant (Bathymetric Survey) –  Chairman Riley advised that the Board received quarterly report #11 from Princeton Hydro together with an invoice for $3,813.00.  The report was e-mailed to Chairman Riley on Monday, May 17th and received in today’s mail by the Board Secretary.  Chairman Riley read the services performed outlined on the invoice.  Chairman Riley noted the Board is still waiting for the final dredging plan.

On motion by Mr. Rogalo, seconded by Ms. Zellman and carried by the following unanimous roll call vote, the Board approved payment, but agreed to hold off sending the report and voucher to the DEP until the final dredging plan is received.

ROLL CALL:



Mr. Hathaway – yes

Mr. Rogalo – yes



Mr. La Spisa – yes

Ms. Zellman – yes



Ms. Maurella – yes

Chairman Riley - yes

(Mr. Keenan arrived)


Rodney Frelinghuysen Support - Ms. Zellman spoke about a letter Rodney Frelinghuysen wrote to the EPA regarding the lake.  Ms. Zellman had provided him with information on the water chestnut; however in the letter to the EPA he interchanged Eurasian Milfoil and water chestnut.  Ms. Zellman contacted his office and asked that a corrected letter be sent.

Herbicide Treatment – Chairman Riley stated Allied Biological has agreed not to bill the Board for the herbicide treatment until August.  Chairman Riley recommended treating the entire 37 acres for $22,000 at this time with the understanding that by August, the Board should have received funds from the towns and the counties plus the reimbursement from the State.  If billed in August, the Board does not have to send payment until September.  Glenn Sullivan was very willing to work with the Board.  

On motion by Mr. Hathaway, seconded by Mr. Rogalo and carried by the following unanimous roll call vote, the Board authorized treating 37 acres of the lake with herbicides for the amount of $22,000 and pay for the treatment when billed in August.
ROLL CALL:



Mr. Hathaway – yes

Mr. Rogalo – yes



Mr. Keenan – yes

Ms. Zellman – yes



Mr. La Spisa – yes

Chairman Riley - yes


Ms. Maurella - yes

Ms. Zellman asked if the Board could treat the lake twice.  Mr. Zellman stated a second treatment should be done late August or early September.


Constant Contact – Mr. La Spisa reported he received an e-mailed invoice from Constant Contact with a hard copy to be mailed to the Board.  The Board previously approved the amount of $120; however the total cost for the service is $126.  On motion by Mr. Rogalo, seconded by Mr. Hathaway and carried by the following unanimous roll call vote, the Board authorized payment of an additional $6.00 to Constant Contact.

ROLL CALL:



Mr. Hathaway – yes

Mr. Rogalo – yes



Mr. Keenan – yes

Ms. Zellman – yes



Mr. La Spisa – yes

Chairman Riley - yes


Ms. Maurella - yes

Mr. La Spisa said his goal is to have the first newsletter ready by July.  Mr. La Spisa spoke about information they will use, i.e. water chestnut, Stanhope Day and weed harvesting program.  Mr. Hathaway noted Ms. Maio’s offer to write articles for the newsletter.  Mr. La Spisa will speak to Ms. Maio about the articles.  Mr. La Spisa stated the Board has 5 free images.  He will include the Board’s logo and 4 pictures of the lake.


Insurance Payment – Mr. Keenan reported the insurance company has agreed to a payment plan.  Chairman Riley informed Mr. Keenan of the Board’s discussion with Ms. Sydoryk earlier in the meeting regarding the insurance coverage and noted the changes made.  Chairman Riley asked Mr. Keenan to provide Ms. Sydoryk with the WR-30’s since the last payroll.


Brochure – Chairman Riley noted draft brochures prepared by Ms. Maio were distributed for the Board’s review.  Chairman Riley questioned if the telephone number for volunteers to contact should be the Board Secretary or Mr. Hathaway, who will be coordinating volunteers.  (Ms. Maio arrived.) After a brief discussion, it was agreed that volunteers should be directed to the Board’s website.  Mr. Rogalo suggested that a clause regarding donations be included.  The Board reviewed the brochure and made minor revisions to same.  Chairman Riley noted the volunteer flyer to be displayed at Stanhope Day and Netcong Day.  Chairman Riley suggested there be a question included regarding whether the volunteer has a boat license and boating safety certificate, which are needed in order to operate the harvester.  The Board reviewed the form and made minor revisions.  The volunteer form prepared by Ms. Maio will be included on the website.  Mr. La Spisa will arrange to have the form put on the website in a format so that it can be filled out and e-mailed.

Grant Writing  - Mr. Hathaway reported he and Chairman Riley spoke to Netcong’s Council and Ralph Blakesly regarding grant writing.  Mr. Blakesly offered to assist with writing grants the Board is pursuing and the Council committed Ralph to the Board’s disposal.  Chairman Riley asked Mr. Zellman about applying for another 319 grant for weed harvesting.  Mr. Zellman directed Chairman Riley to go to the EPA website for federal grants.  Chairman Riley stated he would like to submit a grant application before the two grants the Board presently have expire this year.  Chairman Riley stated he would like to request a $100,000 grant for weed harvesting.
NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Keenan stated he received a telephone call from Paychex inquiring if the Board will have a payroll this year.  Chairman Riley responded the Board will not have a payroll this year.  Mr. Keenan will sever the Board’s relationship with Paychex.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  Chairman Riley opened the meeting to the public.  Seeing no one from the public wishing to speak, Chairman Riley closed the public portion of the meeting.
ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Ms. Maio, seconded by Mr. Rogalo, and carried by unanimous voice vote, the meeting was adjourned a 9:20 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Ellen Horak, Clerk 
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