LMRPB Minutes

06-16-10


Lake Musconetcong Regional Planning Board
Regular Meeting

June 16, 2010

Chairman Riley opened the Regular Meeting at 7:00 p.m. with a salute to the flag and a reading of the Open Public Meetings Notice which was sent to the Daily Record and New Jersey Herald on January 21, 2010 and was sent to the Clerks of the four municipalities, the State and the two counties.  
ROLL CALL:


P   Robert Hathaway, Netcong
P  Steven Rattner, Morris County (arrived @ 8:01pm)
P   Barney Hunts, Stanhope

P    Earl Riley, Byram


P   Joseph Keenan, Netcong

P    John Rogalo, Stanhope (arrived @ 7:22pm)

P  Gary La Spisa, Roxbury 

A   John Wetzel, Roxbury

P  Rosemarie Maio, Stanhope

P   Susan Zellman, Sussex County 

P  Helen Maurella, State of NJ

MODIFICATIONS TO THE AGENDA:  Additional communications and bill listed.  Chairman Riley modified the Agenda to include discussion with Fred Lubnow of Princeton Hydro, LLC regarding the final dredging plan.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  Chairman Riley opened the meeting to the public.  Seeing no one from the public wishing to speak, Chairman Riley closed the public portion of the meeting.

ACTION ON MINUTES:   On motion by Mr. Hathaway, seconded by Mr. La Spisa, the Minutes of the May 19, 2010 Regular Meeting were approved on majority voice vote.   Ms. Maio and Mr. Hunts abstained.
COMMUNICATIONS:  The following communications have been placed on file:

5-27-10 NJ Motor Vehicle Commission – registration renewal application re: 1988 Ford

5-27-10 Selective Insurance – Commercial Information Policy (with requested changes)

5-27-10 Byram Township – check in amount of $1,230.80 re: 2010 operating budget ($253.80)

and 2010 lake management budget ($977.00)

6-03-10 NJM Insurance Group – confirmation of cancellation of worker’s comp insurance

6-03-10 Selective Insurance – Commercial Auto Driver Information Schedule

6-03-10  NJS Dept. of Labor and Workforce Development – Notice of Delinquent Reports

6-04-10  Stanhope Borough – purchase order for 2010 operating budget and lake management


   budget

6-09-10 Stanhope Chamber of Commerce – vendor instructions for Stanhope Spring Festival

6-09-10 Todd/Elston Oil Co. – receipt for fuel delivery (6/3/10: 69 gallons @$2.49 = $171.81)

6-11-10 Clifford Lundin, Esq. – Resolution for Transfer of Boat, Trailer and Motor

6-14-10 US Bankruptcy Court – Notice of Proposed Settlement re: Ameripay

6-14-10 Cole, Shotz, et al – Consent Order re: Ameripay

6-16-10 Morris County – check in the amount of $2,655.00 re: 2010 budget contribution

6-16-10  Cole, Shotz, et al – Notice of Assets and Deadline to File Proof of Claim re: Ameripay

On motion by Ms. Zellman, seconded by Mr. Hathaway and carried by unanimous voice vote, the communications were accepted.
DISCUSSION:  Chairman Riley asked Fred Lubnow to come forward to discuss the final dredging plan.  Mr. Lubnow updated the Board on the final dredging plan that was recently completed.  Mr. Lubnow e-mailed the plan to Chairman Riley and asked the Board to review the plan before he makes copies.  Mr. Lubnow will inform the State that the dredging report is completed.  Mr. Lubnow advised the Board that the water quality report has been completed.  He will update it to include the water chestnut.  Mr. Lubnow reported the data from the sediment taken to the lab shows the weed density.  Mr. Lubnow provided the results of the test ran of the sediment.  Over a period of a month, the phosphorus remained low, but when depleted of oxygen, the phosphorus increased.  This is important for the dredging and for the way water chestnut grow.  Chairman Riley asked Mr. Lubnow to include in the report information that the Board has elected to treat the water chestnut with herbicide.  Ms. Maurella commented there is a lot of “green, live” water chestnut in the area treated with herbicide.  Chairman Riley responded that, according to Glenn Sullivan of Allied Biological, the whole process will take up to four weeks.

Mr. Lubnow asked the amount of acreage hand harvested last year, which information he can include in the plan.  The Board discussed the acreage, but did not have a final number.  Ms. Maurella responded the tonnage was approximately 7 tons.  Chairman Riley noted there will be another hand harvesting event this weekend.  Mr. Hunts noted residents paid money to have the shoreline areas treated in addition to the Board’s funding of treatment.  Mr. Lubnow will include in the report the calculation of amount treated and type of herbicide used.  Mr. Lubnow will include the actual acreage treated in the report.
Chairman Riley noted previous comments of the Board after their review of the draft dredging plan.  The comments of the Board have been addressed and the requested language was included.  In addition, the estimated cost was removed from the section it was originally in and was added to a separate Appendix F titled “Cost Estimate.”  The estimates are now broken down.  The cost for sediment only comes out to approximately $22 Million Dollars.  The cost for sediment and peat is $60,958.  The total cost has gone up from approximately $82 Million Dollars to approximately $93 Million Dollars to do the entire dredging process.  Chairman Riley stated this is basically the same report the Board previously reviewed with the only change being the break down which was requested by the Board.  Chairman Riley recommended the report be accepted.
Mr. Hunts spoke about a discussion with Mr. Rogalo regarding possible disposal of the material.  Mr. Hunts suggested a line from Saxton Falls to the lake that can be used to move the material down and the State in return would have a viable freshwater source for the future.  Mr. Lubnow suggested this not be discussed with the DEP until after the report is submitted.

Mr. Lubnow advised the Board that he will not be available to attend the rain date of Stanhope Day.  He may be able to arrange for another representative from Princeton Hydro to attend and if so, he will have him show Ms. Maurella the monitoring location.  Ms. Maurella suggested, if the location can be moved, that it be put by the dam of Lake Musconetcong.  This will allow for easier monitoring.

Chairman Riley thanked Mr. Lubnow for his attendance.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:


Canal Society – Ms. Maurella reported Canal Day will be held on June 26th at Waterloo Village.

Musconetcong Watershed Association – Mr. La Spisa noted he has not received a copy of the results of the River Watch that was discussed at the last meeting.  Chairman Riley stated he has not received a copy of the report yet, but will e-mail it to Mr. La Spisa as soon as it is received.

Site Plan Review/Stream Encroachment – There was no report.

Lake Awareness – Ms. Maurella reported there were 71 children registered at the fishing contest.  Ms. Maurella thanked the volunteers who assisted with the fishing contest.  Ms. Maurella asked the Clerk to send a thank you to Mr. Wagner of Bait and Boat who dropped buckets of fish into the lake during the fishing contest.  Ms. Maurella stated Stanhope Day was postponed and will be held on June 27th.  The schedule for the Board members will remain the same.  Ms. Maurella asked anyone who cannot make the rain date to let her know as soon as possible.  Ms. Maurella stated one additional trophy was purchased due to an error when calculating the winners.  Ms. Maurella submitted a check in the amount of $200 from the Morris County Farmer Sportsmen Federation as a donation to the fishing contest.  Mr. Rogalo said the County Chapter donates hot dogs and drinks to fishing derbies and suggested the Board consider this for next year.  Ms. Maurella noted the time it takes to calculate the winners and suggested the hot dogs and drinks be served at that time.  The Board agreed to do this next year.   Chairman Riley thanked Ms. Maurella for her time and effort in coordinating the fishing contest and thanked the volunteers who assisted.

Lake Management – Mr. Hathaway stated a reporter from Cablevision was on-site at the lake and conducted an interview about the water chestnut.  They took the reporter out on the harvester and had two boats on the lake to serve as a back-drop for the interview.  George Graham, a Stanhope Councilman, was present and added to the interview.  Mr. Zellman was also interviewed.  The interview will be part of a program shown on Cablevision and will be aired sometime in July.  Mr. Hathaway reported the harvester is in the lake, the backhoe is set and the container will be delivered Monday.  Mr. Hunts has trained two volunteers on operating the harvester.  There will be five volunteers trained to harvest the weeds, which includes Mr. Zellman, Mr. Hunts and Mr. Hathaway.  Chairman Riley commented he will receive his certificate shortly.  Chairman Riley stated the Stanhope Fire Department has agreed to train everyone on the Board at no charge.  Mr. Hunts asked if the offer is also extended to train volunteers for the Board.  Chairman Riley will ask the Fire Department if volunteers can also be included.  Chairman Riley stated Roxbury has three containers on site all of the time.  One container is not used Monday through Friday and is for vegetation.  They have agreed to give the Board that container and bring it back to Roxbury for the weekend.  They will then return it to the Board.  Chairman Riley also stated the MUA has a shortage of drivers and cannot do a daily pull, but will do two pulls a week.  Chairman Riley suggested a pull on Wednesday and Friday.  If the container is not full on Wednesday, Chairman Riley will ask them to wait until Friday.  Mr. Hathaway noted the issue of volunteers operating the harvester and need to mark the obstructions in the lake.  Ms. Maurella will provide buoys to mark the hazards in the lake.  Mr. Hathaway said he has a volunteer who has offered to place the buoys in the lake.  Mr. Hathaway also suggested asking the Stanhope Fire Department to donate their time in putting the buoys in the lake in consideration of the Board giving them the boat.  Mr. Hathaway distributed a volunteer form consisting of a list of committees that could be formed to assist the Board.  Chairman Riley noted a Board member should be involved with each sub-committee.  Mr. Hathaway suggested a Board member chair each sub-committee with the remaining committee members being volunteers from the public.  Mr. Hathaway suggested Mr. Rogalo for the Recreation Sub-committee; Mr. Hunts for the Lake Management Sub-committee; Ms. Maio for the Communication Sub-committee; and Ms. Zellman for the Fundraising Sub-committee.  Mr. Hathaway also suggested included members of the Lake Musconetcong Community Association in the sub-committees.  Mr. La Spisa stated the on-line volunteer sign up sheet will include a check box so someone wishing to volunteer can check off their interest and it can be sorted by committee.  Ms. Zellman noted the need for a partnership with the different committees.  

On motion by Mr. Hathaway, seconded by Mr. Rogalo and carried by unanimous voice vote, the Board agreed to form the sub-committees and to circulate a flyer at Stanhope Day and solicit a response from the public to serve on the sub-committees.
Mr. Hunts asked Chairman Riley to forward to Mr. Lubnow the two maps showing where the herbicide treatments were done.

(Mr. Rattner arrived.)

Ms. Maurella reminded the Board that there will be hand harvesting of water chestnut conducted on Saturday.  Chairman Riley and Mr. Hathaway will be on the harvester and it will be docked for loading at the shed site.  A dump truck will also be on site.  Ms. Maurella stated they will meet at the boat launch parking lot.  Some volunteers will be over by the Park and Ride.  Ms. Maurella will provide hot dogs and water.

Operating Budget –  There was no report.

Lake Management Plan – Chairman Riley reported he received the dredging plan which will be included in the Lake Management Plan.  He will also include Stanhope’s trails plan and map in the Lake Management Plan.  Chairman Riley would also like to include the mission statement of the Lake Musconetcong Community Association in the plan.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Mr. Keenan noted a copy of the Treasurer’s Report was e-mailed to the Board.  On motion by Ms. Zellman, seconded by Mr. Rogalo and carried by unanimous voice vote, the Treasurer’s Report was accepted and ordered placed on file.
Mr. Keenan noted the check from Morris County for the 2010 budget is not the full amount requested.  Mr. Keenan questioned how the check should be split between the operating budget and lake management budget.  The Board had a lengthy discussion about the reduced contribution by Morris County and putting the entire amount into the lake management budget.  Mr. Keenan said the Treasurer’s Report does not include the checks from Byram or Morris County that are listed on the Agenda.  Ms. Zellman noted, when all contributions are received, there will be approximately $29,000-$30,000 in the lake management account.  Ms. Zellman also noted that if the entire amount from Morris County is placed in the lake management account, there may not be sufficient funds in the operating account to pay the Board Secretary.  Ms. Zellman suggested putting $900 into the operating budget, which is the amount requested, and the remaining amount into the lake management budget.  The Board agreed and instructed the Treasurer to make the deposit accordingly.  Chairman Riley asked Mr. Rattner if he spoke to Morris County about the cut in their budget.  Mr. Rattner responded Morris County made cuts in all their contributions, not just to the Board.  Chairman Riley will prepare a letter to Morris County addressing the cut and asking that they contribute the full amount.  Mr. Hunts suggested the letter also include that the Board spent $15,000 on the lake in Morris County and spent $22,000 on herbicide treatment in the Morris County portion of the lake.
BILLS:  Chairman Riley stated the bill from Allied Biological in the amount of $22,015.00 for the herbicide treatment will be pulled from the Agenda.  Chairman Riley had negotiated with Glenn Sullivan to have the bill submitted to the Board in August; however that information was not relayed to the billing department.  He spoke to Debbie from Allied Biological yesterday and she advised that the Board has the choice of voiding the bill and request they send another bill or hold the bill until August.  The Board agreed that the bill should be voided and a new bill sent.  
On motion by Mr. Hathaway, seconded by Mr. Rogalo and carried by the following unanimous roll call vote, the following bills are to be paid if and when funds are available:

Operating Account:


Ellen Horak re: Clerk’s Monthly Compensation


$   500.00

Lake Management Account:

Lake Awareness Account:


Helen Maurella re: reimbursement of expenses for fishing


  Contest







$ 353.52

Debit/Credit Card:


McMaster-Car re: parts for harvester




$ 144.13


Service Tire Truck Center re: tube & mount for backhoe

$   38.00


McMaster-Carr re: chains for coupler




$   38.50


Sam’s Club re: diesel oil for harvester



$   38.48


Tractor Supply






$   54.27

Netcong Hardware Charge Account:


6/01 – keys







$     3.98


6/02 – keys







$     3.98


6/07 – combination lock for small shed



$   20.99

ROLL CALL:



Mr. Hathaway – yes

Ms. Maurella – yes



Mr. Hunts – yes

Mr. Rattner – yes



Mr. Keenan – yes

Mr. Rogalo – yes



Mr. La Spisa – yes

Ms. Zellman - yes



Ms. Maio – yes

Chairman Riley – yes

(Mr. Hunts left the meeting.)

OLD BUSINESS


319 Grant (Bathymetric Survey) – Chairman Riley advised that the grant is completed.  Princeton Hydro will prepare the final paperwork.
Resolution Authorizing Transfer of 15-foot rescue boat to Stanhope Hose Co. #1- Chairman Riley read, by title, the following resolution:

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS: The Lake Musconetcong Regional Planning Board is a public entity subject to the statutes of the State of New Jersey and 

WHEREAS: The LMRPB is the owner of the following pieces of equipment:

1) One Great Canadian 15-foot boat, Hull Identification No. ZEF02098L900, New Jersey Registration No. NJ 3702 GK; 

2) One Sea Hawk Boat Trailer, 16 feet, NJ License Number – NJT30FSC; and 

3) One Mercury 4 stroke outboard engine at 9.9 horsepower.  

and 

WHEREAS: The LMRPB has determined that the above pieces of personal property are no longer needed for the purposes of the LMRPB; and 

WHEREAS: A provision of New Jersey law (N.J.S.A. 40A:12-21.1) allows a public entity to transfer items of personal property at nominal consideration to a duly incorporated volunteer fire company and 

WHEREAS: the Stanhope Borough Volunteer Fire Department- Hose Company Number 1 has expressed an interest in acquiring the boat, trailer and engine owned by the LMRPB.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Lake Musconetcong Regional Planning Board that we hereby declare, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:12-21.1, that the within described boat, trailer and motor are no longer needed for the public purposes of the LMRPB and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chairman and Secretary of the LMRPB are herby authorized to execute any and all documents to transfer title to the boat, trailer and motor to the Stanhope Borough Volunteer Fire Department- Hose Company Number 1 for a nominal fee of $1.00. 

The Board discussed including language in the resolution about the Fire Department deploying the buoys in the lake.  Mr. Hathaway stated it is an important responsibility and should be put in writing, not a verbal agreement.  The Fire Department representative offered to assist the Board when needed, however there may become a question about who stores and maintains the buoys.  Mr. Hathaway recommended the Board give the Fire Department the buoys, have them deploy the buoys and store and maintain them.  Mr. Hathaway and Mr. Hunts will map the areas in the lake where the hazards are and the buoys should be located.  Chairman Riley stated the resolution is the Board’s authorization to transfer the equipment.  A written agreement should be prepared outlining any conditions.  Ms. Zellman suggested authorizing the Executive Committee to establish the agreement and execute the agreement without the need for a special meeting.
On motion by Mr. Hathaway, seconded by Mr. La Spisa and carried by the following unanimous roll call vote, the Board adopted the aforesaid resolution.

ROLL CALL:



Mr. Hathaway – yes

Ms. Maurella – yes



Mr. Keenan – yes

Mr. Rattner – yes



Mr. La Spisa – yes

Mr. Rogalo – yes



Ms. Maio – yes

Ms. Zellman - yes







Chairman Riley – yes

On motion by Mr. Hathaway, seconded by Mr. La Spisa and carried by the following unanimous roll call vote, the Board authorized the Executive Committee consisting of Chairman Riley, Mr. Rogalo and Mr. Keenan, to prepare an agreement between the Stanhope Hose Company No. 1 and the Board specifically including language regarding deployment and removal of safety buoys in the lake on an annual basis and to take Board members on the lake when necessary.
ROLL CALL:



Mr. Hathaway – yes

Ms. Maurella – yes



Mr. Keenan – yes

Mr. Rattner – yes



Mr. La Spisa – yes

Mr. Rogalo – yes



Ms. Maio – yes

Ms. Zellman - yes







Chairman Riley – yes

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. La Spisa asked if a check was sent to Constant Contact.  The Clerk responded in the affirmative.  Mr. La Spisa will bring a final draft copy to the next meeting for the Board’s review.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  Chairman Riley opened the meeting to the public.  
Douglas Zellman asked who will show the firemen where the obstacles are in the lake.  Mr. Hathaway responded that he and Mr. Hunts will provide them with a map indicating where the obstacles are.  Mr. Zellman noted the Board’s discussion regarding the lack of funding by Morris County and asked that the LMCA be asked to work on Morris County’s contribution.  

Wendy VanWhy stated the residents have spent $14,055 to treat the lake with herbicides and many of the residents live in Morris County.  Ms. VanWhy asked the Board to partner with the LMCA and they will help the Board.  Ms. VanWhy commented the two groups should be working together; however she does not see that presently happening.  The Board should be including the LMCA more and working with them.   Ms. VanWhy strongly voiced her disagreement with Board’s press release and the lack of inclusion by the Board of the LMCA.  Chairman Riley responded that all Board meetings are public meetings.  The Board discussed in public the language for the press release and agreed on the contents.  Chairman Riley also stated that the Board is comprised of representatives from the four towns, two counties and state and they are charged with overseeing the entire lake.  
Douglas Zellman clarified the LMCA did not treat only their properties.  Some residents paid and had their shoreline treated, but some residents paid to have other areas treated and not all shoreline residents paid for herbicide treatment.  Mr. Zellman stated the LMCA is working for the betterment of the lake.  Chairman Riley responded that the Board is focused on the entire lake.

Ms. Maio addressed Ms. VanWhy’s comment regarding the Board’s press release.  Ms. Maio stated the Board discussed and agreed on the language to be included in the press release.  During the discussion Ms. Zellman commented that there may be confusion with the LMCA and Ms. Maio suggested she inform the LMCA of the press release.

Seeing no one further from the public wishing to speak, Chairman Riley closed the public portion of the meeting.
Ms. Zellman spoke about preparing a document outlining the partnership work of the Board and the LMCA and showing the differences of the two entities.  Ms. Zellman will draft the document.
Mr. Hathaway commented that the Board meetings allow participation from the public including members of the Lake Musconetcong Community Association.  Mr. Hathaway noted there are two public portions to every Board meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Mr. Hathaway, seconded by Mr. Rogalo, and carried by unanimous voice vote, the meeting was adjourned a 9:03 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Ellen Horak, Clerk 
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