LMRPB Minutes

07-21-10


Lake Musconetcong Regional Planning Board
Regular Meeting

July 21, 2010

Chairman Riley opened the Regular Meeting at 7:00 p.m. with a salute to the flag and a reading of the Open Public Meetings Notice which was sent to the Daily Record and New Jersey Herald on January 21, 2010 and was sent to the Clerks of the four municipalities, the State and the two counties.  
ROLL CALL:


P     Robert Hathaway, Netcong
P  Steven Rattner, Morris County (arrived @ 8:26pm)
P     Barney Hunts, Stanhope

P   Earl Riley, Byram


P     Joseph Keenan, Netcong

P   John Rogalo, Stanhope

P    Gary La Spisa, Roxbury 

A  John Wetzel, Roxbury

P    Rosemarie Maio, Stanhope
P  Susan Zellman, Sussex County 

EA Helen Maurella, State of NJ

MODIFICATIONS TO THE AGENDA:  Additional communications and bill listed.  Chairman Riley asked the Secretary to send a letter to Roxbury Township informing them that the Board has officially removed John Wetzel from the Board due to excessive absences and request that they appoint another representative.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  Chairman Riley opened the meeting to the public.  Seeing no one from the public wishing to speak, Chairman Riley closed the public portion of the meeting.

ACTION ON MINUTES:   On motion by Ms. Maio, seconded by Mr. La Spisa, discussion on the minutes was opened.  Mr. Hunts noted the following revisions: page 3, the amount $60,958.00 should be revised to indicate $60,958,000; second paragraph on page 3 should indicate Mr. Hunts has “begun training” instead of has trained.  Chairman Riley said reference to his comment regarding receiving his “certificate” shortly should be revised to read “boating license.”  Chairman Riley also asked that Mr. Lubnow be revised to read Dr. Lubnow wherever indicated in the Minutes.   On motion by Mr. Hathaway, seconded by Ms. Maio, the Minutes of the June 16, 2010 Regular Meeting were approved on unanimous voice vote, as amended.   
COMMUNICATIONS:  The following communications have been placed on file:

6-17-10 River Park Village – Storm Water Quality Control Oil/Water Separators Report

6-18-10  US District Court – US v. Paul Bultmeyer and Arthur Piacentini (Conspiracy to


   Commit Wire Fraud – Ameripay)

6-23-10 Barry Paul Rose Insurance Agency – Workers Compensation Policy (solicitation)

7-06-10 Allied Biological – Lake Survey Report (dated 6/29/10)

7-08-10 Notice to Property Owners – variance application to construct pool re: Blk 11105, Lot

4.02, 8 Spring Lane, Stanhope)

7-08-10  Notice to Property Owners – variance to construct 3 condominium units re: Blk 11701,


   Lot 14, 195 Stonegate Lane, Stanhope)

7-09-10 NJS DEP – Executed Amendment/Modification re: amendment no. 1 to grant agree-

ment re: Implementation of Weed Harvesting.

7-12-10 Allied Biological – Lake Survey Report (dated 7/2/10)

7-15-10 NJS Dept. of Labor & Workforce - balance due ($38.54) re: quarterly report for period

ended 3/31/09

7-15-10 NJS Dept. of Treasury – check in the amount of $3,813.00 re: SFY07 319H Grant

7-15-10  Motor Vehicle Commission – vehicle registration for  Ford. 1988 NCV

7-20-10  Allied Biological – Addendum to Contract for aquatic vegetation management
Mr. Hunts questioned the correspondence from the DEP regarding an amendment.  Chairman Riley explained the amendment was authorizing the moving of money from one line item to another line item.  On motion by Ms. Maio, seconded by Mr. Hathaway and carried by unanimous voice vote, the communications were accepted.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:


Canal Society – There was no report.

Musconetcong Watershed Association – Mr. La Spisa said he has no report.  Chairman Riley noted the River Watch will be held this coming Saturday at all locations.  Chairman Riley asked Mr. Rogalo to assist him in choosing a site close to the outflow of the lake to set up a testing station.

Site Plan Review/Stream Encroachment – Mr. Rogalo reported he received an application for the installation of a pool on Spring Lane.  He reviewed the plans and inspected the site.  The current existing land use is a sloped lawn to the lake.  The applicant will change the flagstone patio in order to maintain impervious coverage.  Mr. Rogalo said the proposed pool is no worse than the present sloped turf lawn and he does not have any objection to the application.  Ms. Zellman stated the application is scheduled for completeness on August 9th with a hearing to be conducted at that same meeting, if deemed complete.  Ms. Zellman said the applicant is planning to put areas of plantings in between the pool and the lake and, in order to save the existing red maple, he needs to increase the impervious coverage.  Mr. Rogalo suggested the Board inspect during construction to make sure the silt fence is installed properly since the dirt will be put between the pool area and the lake.  Mr. Rogalo also suggested the Board recommend that the applicant establish a “woody” buffer along the pool which will enhance the overall project.  Ms. Maio questioned the impact of pool chemistry on the lake in case of an overflow or heavy rain.  Ms. Zellman spoke about new products available with no harmful affects.  Ms. Zellman suggested the Board request that the applicant put hay bales along during construction.  Mr. Rogalo will attend the August 9th Land Use Board meeting and present the Board’s comments and recommendations.  The Clerk will send a letter to the Land Use Board outlining the Board’s recommendations.

Lake Awareness – In Ms. Maurella’s absence, Chairman Riley spoke about the Board’s table at the Stanhope Spring Festival.  Chairman Riley thanked Ms. Maurella, Mr. Hathaway and Ms. Zellman for assisting him at the Board’s table.  Chairman Riley spoke about the informational material displayed at the table.  They received many comments from the public regarding the aesthetics of the lake as being much improved over past years.  The public were told about the herbicide treatment paid for by the Board and the Lake Musconetcong Community Association.  Chairman Riley also noted they received $18.00 in donations.

Lake Management – Chairman Riley spoke about an e-mail Mr. Hunts sent to Senator Bucco, Senator Oroho and Congressman Frelinghysen indicating that the state of the lake was dire and would be severely impacted because of the water chestnut infestation.  Prior to that e-mail, the Board was under the understanding that the herbicide treatment done was effective.  The initial treatment done in Arbolino Bay and Byram Bay for which the Board paid approximately $22,000 was somewhat effective.  Chairman Riley, Mr. Hunts and Mr. Hathaway had discussions with Allied Biological, and Allied Biological agreed to a fee of $875 to retreat the water chestnut.  Chairman Riley reported the re-growth of the water chestnut looks to be severely stunted where the second treatment was done.  The chestnuts are not forming at the same rate as in the untreated area.  Byram Bay is approximately 30 acres and 9 acres were treated.  The treatment was very effective.  The remaining area has bloomed to the point where the water chestnuts are so thick the harvester is almost stalled trying to cut it.  Chairman Riley explained the harvester takes the seeds out of the germination for the next year.  Chairman Riley noted Mr. Hunts’ e-mail “got the attention of everyone at the DEP”.  He received a call from Steve Ellis and Helen Maurella questioning the e-mail because they told the DEP everything was under control and the e-mail indicates it is completely out of control.  Chairman Riley stated Lynn Fleming was to visit the lake; however, due to a family emergency she had to cancel.  Mr. Ellis and Ms. Maurella went out on the harvester and took photographs of the lake.  Mr. Ellis agreed the treatment of the water chestnut has been successful.  Mr. Ellis advised that Parks and Forestry will try to find funds for additional herbicide treatment this year to treat as much an area as the Board deems necessary.  Chairman Riley and Mr. Hunts suggest they treat 50+ acres.  The Board discussed the areas to be treated.  Mr. Hathaway said they should also treat the area where the harvester is docked and to the west where nothing was treated.  Chairman Riley said he is also asking the State of New Jersey to provide funds to the Board as an emergency funds appropriation of between $20,000 and $25,000.  Mr. Ellis is in agreement that the herbicide treatment must be done.  Ms. Zellman will speak to Amy Cradic and invite her to visit the lake.  Mr. Hunts said he only received a response to his e-mail from Senator Oroho.  Ms. Zellman and Ms. Maio will both speak to Congressman Frelinghysen and Mr. La Spisa will speak to Senator Bucco.  Chairman Riley spoke about the effort and many hours spent by Mr. Hunts on the lake management program and noted the need to “lighten the load” for him.  Although the Board saved much money in salaries by using volunteers; it has taken its toll on Mr. Hunts who has had to train and oversee the volunteers.  Chairman Riley spoke about the difficulty in operating and docking the harvester and suggested the floating docks be fitted so as to be used as a guide in docking the harvester.  Mr. Hathaway said he has two additional volunteers with machine operating experience who need to be trained.  Mr. Hathaway noted that most of the harvesting effort has been done by Mr. Hunts.  Mr. Hunts explained the harvester is like a large barge with paddle wheels and you must know how to cut a straight line, which is difficult for the volunteers.  Mr. Hunts spoke about some difficulty training the volunteers.  The Board discussed having a hydraulic mechanism balance the two paddle wheels and agreed that during the winter they will re-work the hydraulic pump.  Mr. Hunts displayed water chestnuts taken from the lake.  Mr. Hathaway asked the Board to give him and Mr. Hunts authority to decide where the buoys should be placed in the lake.  Chairman Riley presented a map identifying all of the hazards in the lake and coordinated gps of every hazard.  One copy of the map will be given to the Fire Department, one copy was given to Mr. Hathaway and one copy was given to Mr. Hunts.  Chairman Riley will provide the Secretary with a copy for the file.  Chairman Riley commented there are 85 hazards noted.

Ms. Zellman spoke about the boating course offered by the Fire Department.  She spoke with Don Drake who informed her there may be a small fee.  Ms. Zellman questioned having the volunteers pay any fee.  Chairman Riley said he does not believe there should be a charge, but if there is a charge to take the test, it will be taken out of the educational fund.  Chairman Riley noted the Fire Department indicated there would be no cost.


Operating Budget –  Ms. Zellman said the Operating Budget Committee will work with the Lake Management Committee on a recommendation for the Budget.  Mr. Keenan noted the Board is to submit their budget request to the towns and counties by the end of September.  Chairman Riley clarified that, by ordinance, the Board is to submit their budget request by the end of September.  Chairman Riley said the Board must pursue available grants and needs someone with the knowledge to research and complete the grant applications.  Mr. Hathaway noted Netcong’s Council offered the services of their Administrator, to help with the grant application if the Board identifies the grant.  Ms. Maio will contact ANJEC about possible grant funding.  The Board discussed the need for approximately $40,000 per year for herbicide treatment, $20,000 per year for harvesting and approximately $10,000 per year for administrative costs.  The Board agreed their budget request must be increased.  Chairman Riley noted the ordinances adopted by the towns indicates they will fund a percentage of the Board’s total costs and expenses.  The Board should submit one budget request to the towns and counties and keep separate line items in their budget for operating, lake management, etc.  Chairman Riley also noted that the towns have the right to deny the budget request.  Ms. Maio noted the Board has not increased their budget request for many years and said that a modest increase should be requested every year.  Chairman Riley stated, in addition to an increase in their budget request to the towns and counties, the Board will also seek other sources of funding including grants and other organizations.
(Mr. Rattner arrived.)

Ms. Zellman noted the various committees recently formed that will need to submit a budget.  Mr. Hathaway asked that all budget requests be provided by the August meeting so a decision can be made at the September meeting. 
Joseph Nametko, Netcong’s Mayor, who was present in the public, spoke about the reaction the Board would receive from the Council if they approached them and requested an increase to fund the percentage of the total budget.  Mayor Nametko also questioned the ordinance Chairman Riley referred to.  Chairman Riley explained the ordinance reads that the town will fund their percentage of the Board’s total costs and expenses; however, the Board does not intend to request the towns fund the entire budget.  The Board will also look for other sources of funding.  Ms. Maio said the budget request to the towns must be specific and detailed.

Lake Management Plan – There was no report.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Mr. Keenan noted a copy of the Treasurer’s Report was e-mailed to the Board.  On motion by Ms. Zellman, seconded by Mr. La Spisa and carried by unanimous voice vote, the Treasurer’s Report was accepted and ordered placed on file.
BILLS:  Chairman Riley noted the bill from Allied Biological in the amount of $1,800.  The Board and Allied Biological agreed to an additional treatment for a cost of $875.  Chairman Riley will contact Glenn Sullivan and remind him of the agreement to treat 40 acres in Arbolino Bay at a cost of $875.  On motion by Ms. Maio, seconded by Mr. Rogalo and carried by unanimous voice vote, the Board pulled the bill of Allied Biological in the amount of $1,800 from the Bill List.
On motion by Ms. Zellman, seconded by Mr. Rogalo and carried by the following unanimous roll call vote, the following bills are to be paid if and when funds are available:

Operating Account:


Ellen Horak re: Clerk’s Monthly Compensation


$  500.00


Sam’s Club re: annual membership




$    35.00


Selective Insurance re: insurance premium (1st paym’t)

$1035.00


Postmaster re: annual P.O. Box Fee




$  110.00

Lake Management Account:


JCP&L re: electric at shed





$     15.99


Todd Reda Oil/Elston Oil - #2 heating



$   171.81


Netcong Hardware re: parts





$     36.70


Helen Maurella re: reimbursement of expenses for Water


  Chestnut Volunteer Day (refreshments)



$    18.54


Morris County MUA re: roll off




$  300.00


NJS Division of Employer Accounts re: 3/31/09 quarterly paym’t
$    38.54

Lake Awareness Account:


Helen Maurella re: reimbursement of expenses for fishing


  Contest (1 additional trophy)




$    10.05

Debit/Credit Card:


Consumer Direct Power Equipment re: replacement flex shaft
$    33.50


Hess re: gas for conveyor





$    11.51


Landing Snono re: gas for conveyor




$    12.00

Netcong Hardware Charge Account:


Keys








$      3.17


Keys








$      3.99

ROLL CALL:



Mr. Hathaway – yes

Ms. Maio – yes



Mr. Hunts – yes

Mr. Rattner – yes



Mr. Keenan – yes

Mr. Rogalo – yes



Mr. La Spisa – yes

Ms. Zellman - yes







Chairman Riley – yes


Mr. Hunts noted the Board agreed to pay Allied Biological $875 for additional herbicide treatment and questioned having to wait to the next meeting to approve the revised bill.  On motion by Mr. Hunts, seconded by Mr. Rogalo and carried on the following unanimous roll call vote, the Board authorized payment to Allied Biological in the amount of $875.00 upon receipt of a properly revised bill.

ROLL CALL:



Mr. Hathaway – yes

Ms. Maio – yes



Mr. Hunts – yes

Mr. Rattner – yes



Mr. Keenan – yes

Mr. Rogalo – yes



Mr. La Spisa – yes

Ms. Zellman - yes







Chairman Riley – yes

OLD BUSINESS


319 Grant (Bathymetric Survey) – Chairman Riley stated he received an e-mail copy of the 12th quarterly report from Princeton Hydro. Chairman Riley read a portion of the report and noted an invoice included in the amount of $589 for the work performed on finalizing the dredging plan and presenting it to the Board.  A hard copy of the report has been mailed to the Board.  Once the report is received, Chairman Riley and Mr. Keenan will sign it and have the Clerk send it to the State.  On motion by Mr. Hathaway, seconded by Mr. Rogalo and carried by the following unanimous roll call vote, the Board authorized the report be sent to the State and approved the $589 invoice of Princeton Hydro.
ROLL CALL:



Mr. Hathaway – yes

Ms. Maio – yes



Mr. Hunts – yes

Mr. Rattner – yes



Mr. Keenan – yes

Mr. Rogalo – yes



Mr. La Spisa – yes

Ms. Zellman - yes







Chairman Riley – yes


Morris County Budget Contribution – Chairman Riley stated he established communication with the Morris County Board of Chosen Freeholders and the Morris County Planning Board regarding the reduction in the budget contribution.  Chairman Riley provided the Clerk with copies of e-mails exchanged on the matter concerning lack of funding from Morris County, for the file.  Chairman Riley stated representatives from Morris County reviewed all documentation and acknowledged that they have been funding $5,000 to the lake management budget for the past seven years; however there is nothing in the Resolution and there is nothing legally requiring them to fund it.  They have agreed to fund the same amount as they did last year for a total of approximately $2,950.  Chairman Riley thanked Mr. Rattner for his time and effort on the matter.

Chairman Riley stated he would like a resolution from both counties committing to a certain amount of funding for the lake.


Transfer of Boat to Stanhope Fire Department – Chairman Riley noted at the last meeting the Board agreed to enter into an agreement with the Stanhope Hose Company No. 1 for the transfer of the boat, trailer and motor, with language in the agreement requiring the Fire Department to put the buoys on the lake at locations designated by the Board.  The agreement was prepared and signed by all parties.  Chairman Riley read the agreement to the Board and reported the equipment has been transferred and is now in the possession of the Stanhope Fire Department.

Quarterly Newsletter – Mr. La Spisa said he e-mailed to the Board the new template for the newsletter.  Mr. La Spisa displayed a print-out of the newsletter.  Mr. La Spisa asked the Board to review the newsletter and provide comments or revisions.  Chairman Riley suggested the following be included: 1) a photograph of the volunteers operating the harvester; 2) a reference to the fishery report with a link to the full report; and 3) reference to the fact that the lake looks as good as it does this year because of the Board’s focus on herbicide treatment and mechanical harvesting and the Lake Musconetcong Community Association’s contribution towards herbicide treatment.  Mr. La Spisa noted the four links are the Board’s website, the Lake Musconetcong Community Association, the MUA and the Division of Fish, Game and Wildlife.  Chairman Riley suggested a link to Parks and Forestry.  Chairman Riley thanked Mr. La Spisa for his work on the newsletter.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  Chairman Riley opened the meeting to the public.  
Joseph Nametko, Mayor of Netcong, stated he has heard positive comments about the condition of the lake and asked if the Board is comfortable with the job done on the water chestnuts.  Mayor Nametko noted that the water chestnuts are still thick in the lake.  Chairman Riley responded that he spoke to Glenn Sullivan of Allied Biological regarding the water chestnuts.  Mr. Sullivan informed him that in the areas the airboat went in and applied the herbicide, when the air boat turned to come back, it blew what was just put down which resulted in what is called “boat lanes.”  Mr. Sullivan will take care of it.  Chairman Riley said areas were treated a second time at the expense of Allied Biological.
Seeing no one further from the public wishing to speak, Chairman Riley closed the public portion of the meeting.
ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Mr. Hunts, seconded by Ms. Maio, and carried by unanimous voice vote, the meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Ellen Horak, Clerk 
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